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TAKE  POST  -  THE  ARTILLERY  CLUB’s  NEWSLETTER  2/2020 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Newsletter 4/2019 promulgated on 13 November, consisted of sections covering Governance, 
Activities, the Artillery Corps and Looking into the Past.  The same format will be reflected 
in this Newsletter.    

Since the publication of Newsletter 4/2019, through the medium of emails and website 
postings, members were provided specific details regarding activities such as the 2019 
Annual General Meeting and St Barbara’s Lunch which took place on 06 December, 
greetings for Saint Barbara’s Day, Christmas and the New Year, and the Field Trip to the 
Irish Wars 1919 – 1923 Exhibition in Collins Barracks, Dublin.  

Particular issues within this Newsletter include the 2019 AGM, an insight into the Irish 
Permanent Representation in UNNY, Activity Reports, Planned Activities, and finally News 
from the Regiments, including St Barbara’s Day activities in Lebanon, and the ten Gunner 
Officers who were commissioned on 20 February.  Photographs are credited to the Defence 
Forces Press Office and Club Membership. 

Looking into the Past recalls an Ack Ack engagement in 1941, as recorded by an Extract 
from A Pot Pourri of Memories by Lieutenant-Colonel D. Burke (Retd), published in  
An Cosantóir, September 1991. 

The School Commandant and Regimental Commanders are requested to post this Newsletter 
on IKON, circulate it to all PDF and AR Artillery officers under their command, and are 
encouraged to provide information for subsequent Newsletters.   

Likewise, serving and retired personnel are encouraged to provide information, news and 
photographs, for publication in the Club’s Newsletters. 
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Upcoming activities include the Field Trip to the Ordnance School and the National Stud on  
23 April, and the Field Trip to Fort Shannon, Foynes Flying Boat Museum and Bunratty on 
28/29 May.  The current version of the Diary of Events for 2020 is posted on the Club’s 
website and is attached as Annex A. 

 
GOVERNANCE 

2019 Outputs 

During 2019, in addition to governance matters, the Committee approved all Newsletters 
before promulgation, directed the Membership Drive, executed or participated in 18 
activities, including the Foreign Field Trip to Athens, advanced projects such the restoration 
of the Civil War 18-pounder QF Field Gun, and provided support for the Curragh Military 
Museum.  

Regarding 2019, the Club acknowledges the encouragement and support provided by the 
Director of Combat Support,  the Artillery School, the 1 and 2 Artillery Regiments, the 
Military College, the Naval Service, Killiney Martello Tower, Áras an Uachtaráin,  
Equitation School, Spike Island, Camden Fort Meagher, Woodenbridge Hotel and Golf 
Course, the Hellenic National Defence Staff, and finally OC DFHQ Officers’ Mess and OC 
McKee Barracks.  

The December – January edition of An Cosantóir has a full page article on the Club’s Foreign 
Field Trip to Athens. 

Focus for 2019  

Mindful of the Club’s objectives as prescribed in the Rules, the focus remains on: executing 
appropriate activities, enhancing its Website, extending its Membership base and 
participating in appropriate ceremonial and commemorative events.  

2020 Committee 

During the course of the 2019 AGM, the following were elected as Officers, Committee 
Members and Auditor for 2020: 

Appointment Name 
President Brig Gen Paul Pakenham (Retd) 
Immediate Past President Comdt Chris O’Flanagan (Retd) 
Secretary Comdt Lar Joye 
Treasurer Col Tom O’Callaghan 
Membership Secretary Col Seamus McDermott (Retd) 
Committee Member Lt Col Cormac Lalor (Retd) 
Committee Member Comdt Michael Flood (Retd) 
Committee Member Comdt Richard Armstrong (Retd) 
Committee Member Capt Peter Murray (Retd) 
Committee Member Col Michael Smyth (Retd) 
Auditor Col Tom Carter (Retd) 
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The Committee co-opted Col Brian O’Connor (Retd), Col Conor Fitzsimons (Retd) and 
Comdt Derek Coulter (Retd) to its forum for 2020.  The President will be inviting Regimental 
Commanders and the School Commandant to nominate a Liaison Officer to the Committee.     

Since the AGM, the Committee convened on two occasions: 16 January and 19 February. 
The Committee will reconvene on 23 April in Ceannt Officers’ Mess, and on 25 June and 24 
September in McKee Barracks.     

     

To-date, the Committee has developed the diary of events for 2020, conducted initial 
planning for the various activities, and successfully executed the Field Trip to Collins 
Barracks, Dublin on 19 February.  

Communications  

In addition to posting information on the Club’s Web site, the circulation of Newsletters, 
Activity Information, Calling Notices and Death Notices is primarily by means of email.   

Newsletter 1/2015 was distributed by email to 122 individuals.  The Club’s Email Contact 
List for this Newsletter is 326 individuals, far exceeding the Membership strength of 180.  
Currently, 15 members are receiving Club information by means of normal post.   

Membership 

Membership of the Artillery Club is open to all serving and retired commissioned Artillery 
officers of the Permanent Defence Force, An Fórsa Cosanta Áitiúil and the Army Reserve.    

As of 19 February, the membership is 180, compared with 159 in October 2016, 129 in 
October 2015, and 96 in October 2014.  

 

The President has invited the recently commissioned Gunner Officers to become members of 
the Artillery Club. 



 The Artillery Club – 27 Feb 20 

Once a Gunner – Always a Gunner 
 

Potential members are requested to contact the Membership Secretary Colonel McDermott 
(Retd), Woodenbridge, Ballybrittas, Co Laois, or email: seamus.mcdermott@gmail.com. 

Membership Subscriptions 

Subscriptions for the current year were due on 01 November, 2019.  To date, 109 of the 180 
members have paid their subscription.   

The preferred option of paying Membership Subscription (€10) is by Standing Order.  The 
Committee is grateful to the 104 members who are currently paying their subscriptions by 
Standing Order.   

Web Site 

The Club’s Website is accessible through www.artilleryclub.ie.   The Website provides a 
library of relative information on the Artillery Corps and the Artillery Club.  The Website 
remains the primary communications instrument for the Artillery Club.  Since the circulation 
of Newsletter 4/2019, the following postings were made on the Club’s Website: 

 Posts – Homepage (6): Defence Forces 2019 Review, Christmas Greetings, St 
Barbara’s Day Greetings, Annual General Meeting, Newsletter 4/2019, 2020 
Calendar. 

 Events:  2020 Calendar. 

 Photo Gallery (5): Field Trip Glen, Rededication of St Barbara’s Statue, (Artillery 
School), AGM & St Barbara’s Day Lunch, Field Trip Irish Wars 1919 – 1923, 
Commissioning Gunner Officers 20 February. 

 Videos (8): UNIFIL Mortar Race – 04 Dec 19, Courtesy of DF PR Section – Arty 
Gun Crew in Action, 60pdr Shoot, 2 Fd Arty Regt Shoot 28 Jun, and Arty Corps 
Shoot.  

 Publications – Information Section (1):  
o Artillery Corps (1): Irish Independent Report – Military Funeral Comdt 

Thomas P. Wickham RIP, 17 June 1967. 
o Artillery Units (0):  

 Overseas:  
 

Currently, the Picture Gallery contains 29 albums (23 in February 2019) reflecting the 
Artillery Corps, and 42 Albums (34 in February 2019) covering the activities of the Artillery 
Club.   

Members are reminded that only a small portion of the web site requires text population 
including Artillery Corps Disposition and History, and Corps Units’ Disposition and History. 

In due course, the procedures whereby the Club’s membership can be involved in the 
provision of material, including photographs, will be circulated.  In the interim, observations 
on the Website will be welcomed.   
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Committee’s Short Term Priorities  

The Club’s short-term priorities are:  Field Trip to the Ordnance School and National Stud on 
23 April, Field Trip to Fort Shannon on 28/29 May, developing CONOPS for London, 
Membership (PDF and AR), and interface with other Corps Clubs. 
 

UNITED  NATIONS  NEW YORK 
 
Message from Colonel Ray Yorke 
 
I am honoured to serve as Ireland’s Military Advisor at the Permanent Mission to the United 
Nations, the third Gunner to hold this appointment.  Colonels Seamus McDermott and Conor 
Fitzsimons were my Gunner predecessors.  
 

        
 
My primary role here is to provide professional military advice to Ireland’s Ambassador, 
Geraldine Byrne Nason.  In addition, I am the Defence Forces representative at the United 
Nations engaging with the office of Military Affairs on all Peacekeeping matters. 
 
The nature of Peacekeeping operations has changed considerably over recent years with 
formidable asymmetric threats predominating. The six-year period from 2013 to 2019 has 
seen more casualties than any other period in the UN history with 236 Peacekeepers losing 
their lives. The safety and security of all deployed Peacekeepers is a priority with the interests 
of Ireland’s deployed personnel my paramount concern.  
 
The Defence Forces currently plays a leading role in many of the new initiatives designed to 
improve the safety and security of deployed Peacekeepers. These include, amongst others, 
capacity building initiatives for other Troop Contributing Countries through the provision of 
training via Mobile Training Teams (MTTs). These MTTs deliver pre-deployment training in 
country to troops deploying to MINUSMA (Mali) which is currently regarded as the most 
dangerous UN Mission.  
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Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) pose a very significant challenge in many of today’s 
Missions accounting for the majority of casualties. Development of the Improvised Explosive 
Device Survivability Project is a key area where the Defence Forces lead.  
 
The new threat spectrum facing UN Peacekeeping Operations, together with the requirement 
for non-traditional information streams, requires guidance and best practice intelligence 
training for deployed personnel.  
 
The area of Peacekeeping Intelligence is another area where the Defence Forces are playing a 
leading role. Defence Forces personnel have been key in the development of UN 
Peacekeeping Military Intelligence Policy and its associated training packages.  Currently, 
the Defence Forces holds the Chair for both of these key projects. 
 
Ireland is seeking a seat on the UN Security Council for the period 2021-2022.  There are two 
seats available to the Western Europe and Others Group (WEOG).  We are in a very 
competitive competition with Canada and Norway. The Defence Forces with their long 
standing, valued and wide-ranging contributions to the UN are a key pillar of Ireland’s 
campaign. 

 

            
 
ACTIVITIES 

Diary of Events - 2020 

The Club’s activities are of an Artillery nature, hopefully appealing to a large number of 
members.  Members are encouraged to offer recommendations for Club activities.  As 
already mentioned, the current version of the 2020 Diary of Events is posted on the Club’s 
Website and attached as Annex A.   

Acknowledgement 

The Committee acknowledges the support provided by Ms Brenda Malone, Curator of the 
Irish Wars 1919 – 1923 Exhibition, for the Club’s first event in 2020.      

Reports and Information 

Reports on activities executed since the last Newsletter (4/2019), and initial information on 
future activities are outlined below.  
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Rededication of St Barbara’s Statue – 05 December 

 

The Artillery School has refurbished St Barbara’s Statue and subsequently relocated it from 
its previous position, to a new position in front of the School’s main entrance.   

             

Members of the Artillery Club attended a rededication of St Barbara’s Statue, followed by an 
equipment demonstration and reception, on 05 December.  Colonel Tom Carter (Retd) 
presented the Jack Jones Trophy to Lieutenant Callaghan who was the Best Student on the 
recent YO’s Course. 

See Artillery Club’s website for photographs. 

Annual General Meeting & Saint Barbara’s Day Lunch – 06 December 

With the kind permission of GOC 2 Brigade, the Club’s Annual General Meeting took on  
06 December in McKee Barracks Dublin, followed by the Annual Saint Barbara’s Lunch in 
the DFHQ Officers’ Mess.   
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28 members attended the AGM and 38 apologies were received.  The AGM approved reports 
from the President, Secretary, Treasurer and Membership Secretary.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
John Prendergast provided a comprehensive brief on the Defence Forces overseas 
commitments with the UN, EU,OSCE  and NATO PfP.  Draft minutes of the AGM, the 
financial accounts for the period ended 31 October, 2018 and the Power Point presentation 
slides, were circulated by email to members on 19 December.   

       

Following the AGM, 38 members, including guests, enjoyed the Annual St Barbara’s Lunch 
in the Defence Forces Headquarters Officers’ Mess.  Vice-Admiral Mark Mellett DSM was 
the Guest of Honour.     

The Cavalry Club was represented at the dinner by Commandant Peter O’Kelly. 

See Club’s Website for photographs of the AGM and St Barbara’s Lunch. 

The Committee will be seeking permission to hold the 2020 AGM and Saint Barbara’s Day 
Lunch in McKee Barracks, Dublin on Friday, 04 December. 

Field Trip Dublin Irish Wars 1919 – 1923 Exhibition: 191 February (Comdt Lar Joye) 

Comdt Lar Joye coordinated the successful and enjoyable Field Trip visiting the Exhibition 
on the Irish Wars in Collins Barracks, Dublin, by kind permission of the National Museum of 
Ireland.   

        

The comprehensive and informative tour of the Exhibition was conducted by its Curator, 
Brenda Malone.  

The Exhibition which opened on 22 January, forms part of the Soldiers and Chiefs 
Exhibition, substantially "reimagined" as part of the National Museum of Ireland's Decade of 
Centenaries Commemorations.  The Exhibition includes over 50 newly displayed objects, 
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graphics and AV displays.  Items returning on display after 15 years in storage, include the 
death masks of Arthur Griffith, Michael Collins, Cathal Brugha and Terence McSwiney. 

The Exhibition is supported by a wide range of multimedia, including contemporary news 
reel film of searches, funerals, captures and destruction from the period 1919 - 1923. 

Following the conducted tour of the Exhibition, the attendees visited the Armoury.  

 See Club’s Website for event photographs. 

Activities 2020 

Visit to Ordnance School and The National Stud: 23 April (Col Seamus McDermott and 
Col Tom Carter).   

       

Programme:  1015hrs Coffee Ceannt Officers’ Mess, 1100hrs Ordnance School Brief and 
Equipment Demonstration.  1230hrs Depart for National Stud, 1300hrs Lunch followed by 
visit to the National Stud.  Lt Col Neil Kelly, OC Ordnance School, has advised that the 
School will provide a Brief, Equipment Demonstration and a SITREP on the Civil War Gun 
18pdr.  Lunch and private guided tours, including the Irish Race Experience, in National Stud 
confirmed.  Attendees may elect to visit the Japanese Gardens in their own time.  Calling 
Notice later. 

Field Trip to Fort Shannon & Foynes: 28/29 May (Capt Pete Murray Retd).   

               

The Artillery Club’s Field Trip to Fort Shannon will take place on Thursday, 28 May 
and Friday, 29 May.  The Field trip is open to members and their guests.  Calling Notice 
issued on 22 February. 
 

 By kind permission of OC Sarsfield Barracks Limerick, on 28 May, participants will 
assemble in the Officers’ Mess at 1030hrs for coffee.  Thereafter, they will depart 
availing of personal transport for Foynes Flying Boat Museum 
https://www.flyingboatmuseum.com/ (Visit and Light Lunch).  After lunch, we deploy 
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to the Bridwell Visitor Centre (Courthouse and Goal), and in parallel Fort Shannon.  
Availing of the Tarbert Ferry, participants will drive to Bunratty.  
 

 Overnight accommodation is arranged in Bunratty House Hotel.  An Irish Night in the 
Bunratty Castle Folk Park’s Corn Barn at 1900hrs is optional.  €48.00 per person 
including welcome drink, 3 course dinner with musical accompaniment and unlimited 
wines, followed by a 40 minute show, dancing, storytelling, music and instrumental 
pieces of Irish traditional music,  https://www.bunrattycastle.ie/folk-park/traditional-
night/. 
 

 On Friday, 29 May, participants will take part in a guided tour of the ESB’s Shannon 
Hydroelectric Scheme at Árd na Crusha https://www.esb.ie/our-businesses/generation-
energy-trading-new/ardnacrusha-tours.  The Field Trip will conclude with a visit to St 
John’s Castle in Limerick, https://www.kingjohnscastle.com/. 
 

 Photographs taken during the Field Trip may be posted on the Club’s website, unless 
otherwise requested by a participant. 
 

Hotel Accommodation.  The Committee has reserved a limited number of rooms with the  
4 Star Bunratty Castle Hotel at a reasonable price:  Double/Twin €130.00 BB, Single €90.00 
BB.  Participants are encouraged to avail of this offer by booking directly with the hotel, by 
phone, quoting Reservation Number: 029568 – The Artillery Club.  Hotel Details are as 
follows: 

 Phone: 061 478 700 
 Website:  https://www.bunrattycastlehotel.com/  
 Email: info@bunrattycastlehotel.com 

Participation in Field Trip.  Participants are requested to advise the Coordinator, Captain 
Pete Murray (Retd) by email, pete.murray@ucd.ie details of their car (Registration, Make, 
and Colour), and confirmation of hotel reservation, and intent regarding the Irish Night, 
Please include the Club President in the confirmation email  ppakenham@gmail.com    

 
Annual Golf Competition & Dinner - Birr: 20 August (Comdt Chris O’Flanagan Retd 
& Comdt Michael Flood Retd).   

 

Arrangements are in place with Dooleys Hotel and Birr Golf Club.  Calling Notice later. 
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Arty Decades’ Reunion - Anniversary of PDF, FCA and AR Commissioning 1940 - 
2020, 09 September (Col Mick Smyth Retd).   

 

This annual event, now in its fifth year, envisages assembly in the Cadet’s Mess at 1100hrs, 
Brief on the Cadet School, and Reunion Lunch in the Officers’ Mess Pearse Barracks.  
Calling Notice to follow. 

Foreign Field Trip London: 04 – 08 October (Comdt Michael Flood Retd).   

 

Locations to include: The King’s Troop RHA in Woolwich (confirmed), Honourable 
Artillery Company (confirmed),  the National Army Museum, and the Royal Hospital 
Chelsea.  Sunday, 04 October and Thursday, 08 October are the travel days.  Warning Order, 
including the recommended hotel (Premier Inn, Tower Hill, London), was circulated on 10 
February.  CONOPS will be issued shortly.      

ARTILLERY CORPS  

Promotions.  The Committee joins all members of the Artillery Club in congratulating the 
following Gunner Officers who have been selected for promotion to the rank of Colonel, and 
wish them continued success in their respective military careers: 

 Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrann, DFHQ and  
 Lieutenant-Colonel Dermot Hanafin, The Artillery School. 

 

Appointments.  We also congratulate Colonel Colm O’Luasa on his recent promotion, and 
appointment as Director Combat Support and ISTAR (Director of Artillery). 
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St Barbara’s Day Events – 115 Infantry Battalion – Lebanon 

 

O4 December 2019 brought with it the feast day of Saint Barbara, the patron saint of Gunners 
the world over.  Saint Barbara lived and died in what is now modern-day Lebanon making it 
particularly special for the gunners young and old deployed in UNIFIL to come together in 
observation of one of our longest and proudest traditions. 

The event brought together a diverse audience, including the youngest serving Irish soldier 
with the 115 IRISHPOLBATT Gunner Lee-Ross Gill, Senior Irish Officer and Deputy Sector 
West Commander Colonel Patrick White, Commander of 115 IRISHPOLBATT Lieutenant-
Colonel Bob Hurley and Deputy Commander of 115 IRISHPOLBATT Commandant Peadar 
Ó Catháin, all of whom have had the pleasure of either currently or formerly serving in the 
Artillery Corps. 

 

The highlight of the day was “The Battle of the Subs”, which saw 5 teams go head to head in 
a series of timed, robust challenges. These challenges tested the physical courage of the crews 
and the technical skill and knowledge of each Detachment Commander.  

The 115 IRISHPOLBATT is the first time the Mortar Platoon has consisted of an even split 
between 1 Artillery Regiment and 2 Artillery Regiment. The St. Barbara’s Day celebrations 
provided a platform for the development of unit cohesion, shared professional competence 
and the fostering of morale and new-found comradery. 

The evening was rounded off by a blessing of the Gunners by Fr. Dan McCarthy, followed by 
a reception and prize giving ceremony in the Canteen.   
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Magee Barracks Kildare 

              

On the occasion of the opening of a Lidl Supermarket, located in the vicinity of the former 
Guard Room inside the main gate of Magee Barracks, a stone plaque was unveiled on  
19 December honouring personnel who served in the barracks from 1925 through 1998.  

During December 2019, Colonel Seamus McDermott (Retd) and RSM John Morris (Retd) 
obtained the side gate of Magee Barracks (see above photo of framed postcard kindly 
produced by Commandant Paddy Walsh (Retd).  The gate will be placed on display in the 
Artillery Gallery, Curragh Military Museum 

Commissioning Ceremony 95 Cadet Class: 20 February 2020 

 

The Chief of Staff Vice-Admiral Mark Mellett DSM, officiated at the Commissioning 
Ceremony of 63 Army Officers, 18 Air Corps Officers and 6 Maltese Officers at Dublin 
Castle on Thursday, 20 February 2020.  This is the second time since the commissioning of 
the first Cadet Class (1928 – 1919) that the ceremony was held outside the Curragh Camp.  

Lieutenant-Colonel Gavin Young is the Cadet Master and Commandant Gary Walsh was the 
Class Officer.  The Parade Commander, and OIC Officer Guard of Honour, was 
Commandant Bernard Behan from the Artillery School.  The newly commissioned Gunner 
Officers received their first salute from Regimental Sergeant-Major Mark Fitzsimons. 

The newly appointed officers completed a demanding 15 months intensive training and have 
taken up appointments as junior leaders in Óglaigh na hÉireann and the Armed Forces of 
Malta.  
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13 members of the 95 Cadet Class  previously served in the Defence Forces, 26 are university 
graduates, and 5 were in third level education.  

             

The Artillery Club extends sincere congratulations to the following ten officers who were 
commissioned in February 2020, and appointed by Vice-Admiral Mark Mellett DSM to the 
Artillery Corps: 

1 Artillery Regiment 

 Lt Robert Sheehan, from Cork 
 Lt Stephen Donovan, from Rathfarnham, County Dublin 
 2/Lt Killian Ahern, from Mallow, County Cork 
 2/Lt Pat Grennan, from Tullamore, County Offaly 
 2/Lt Blathnaid De Gailli, from Thomastown, County Kilkenny. 

 
2 Artillery Regiment 

 2/Lt Colm Folan, from Spiddal, County Galway 
 2/Lt Eamon Kiernan, from Naas, County Kildare,  
 2/Lt Dermot Langtry, from Drumelin, County Cavan  

 
Artillery School 

 2/Lt Garry Marron, from Carrickmacross, County Monaghan 
 2/Lt Erika Murray, from Sutton, County Dublin 
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On the behalf of the Artillery Club, Brigadier-General Paul Pakenham, on 26 February 
wrote to all newly commissioned Gunner Officers, congratulating them on their 
appointment them to the Artillery Corps, inviting them to become member of the 
Artillery Club, and inviting them to the Decades’ Reunion on 09 September in The 
Military College.  He duly advised the School Commandant and Regimental 
Commanders of the contents of the letters. 
 
55th Artillery Young Officers Course 
On 02 March, the next Young Officers Course commences with basic artillery training 
conducted in the 1 and 2 Artillery Regiments.  Students will then deploy to the Artillery 
School on 23 March.  Students are the 10 officers of the 95 Cadet Class posted to the 
Artillery Corps on 20 February.  The duration of the course is 25 weeks. 
 

 

 

LOOKING  INTO  THE  PAST  

Extract from A Pot Pourri of Memories by Lieutenant-Colonel D. Burke (Retd), An 
Cosantoir, September 1991 

Warning Shots 

The year was 1941 and I had a pair (Section) of Bofors located in the Hibernian Schools, 
Phoenix Park (now St Mary's Hospital).   

Gun emplacements for them had been erected near the playing pitches across from the 
Fifteen Acres.  These positions were only occupied when the alert system was activated.  
Dublin City and environs were by now designated a Gun Defended Area and was out of 
bounds to all aircraft except our own military types. 

Collinstown Airport (now Dublin Airport) was running a passenger cum airmail service a 
few times a week to England but the route to and from was well clear of the Dublin Arca. 

In the early hours of a cold February morning in 1941 this Gun Section was alerted and 
manned the positions.  No enemy appeared however, and a stand down was ordered except 
for one skeleton crew.  

At about 11.30 this skeleton crew engaged an unidentified aircraft approaching at low 
altitude over the grove beside the main Park Road, gracefully the aircraft banked and 
disappeared over the Fifteen Acres.  

I was later discussing the incident with the Section Sergeant when a bystander and bicycle 
approached and having duly excused the intrusion volunteered his version of the action.  
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He agreed that the aircraft flew in low over the gun and that when it turned sideways over the 
Fifteen Acres he could clearly see the 'Swastik' (as said) painted on the side.  Being 
reasonably well reared I thanked him for his contribution and he left a happy man. 

Shortly after, the Field Telephone Orderly approached me with a message just received, "Sir, 
from Air Defence, be on the look out for the air mail, she is flying low and off course due to 
the fog".   

Radio Eireann announced on the one o'clock news that warning shots were fired to alert the 
airmail that it was flying over a forbidden area.  The Sgt and I put pen and paper together 
and submitted the required report. 

If I may use an expression of Les Dawson's "Well Thank God for that".  But I'm afraid the 
warning shots were not from 'Blankety Blank'! 

NEWSLETTER  INFORMATION 

Serving and retired personnel are encouraged to provide information, news and photographs, 
for publication in the Club’s Newsletters. 

Once a Gunner – Always a Gunner 

THE ARTILLERY CLUB 

February 2020 

Annex A: Diary of Events (V 27 Feb 20) 
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Annex A 

ARTILLERY CLUB’s DIARY of Events – 2020 

(Changes since previous iteration highlighted in yellow) 

Date Event Coordinator Remarks 
16 January Committee Meeting: McKee Barracks Secretary Minutes Circulated 

19 February  Field Trip:  Irish Wars 1919 - 1923, 
Collins Barracks, Dublin 

Comdt Lar Joye 25 Attendees.  Photos 
on website 

19 February Committee Meeting:  Secretary Minutes Circulated 
23 April Field Trip: Ordnance School and National 

Stud  
Col Tom Carter 
(Retd)  
Col S.  McDermott 
(Retd) 

 

23 April Committee Meeting: Ceannt Officers’ 
Mess 

Secretary  

09  May Defence Forces Veterans’ Day: Collins 
Bks Dublin 

Secretary  

28/29 May Field Trip: Fort Shannon, Foynes Flying 
Boat Museum, Bunratty, Árd na Crusha 
and St John’s Castle 

Capt Pete Murray 
(Retd) 

Calling Notice issued 
on 22 February 

TBA  Arty Shoot – Glen Imaal Col S. McDermott 
(Retd) 

 

25 June Committee Meeting: McKee Barracks Secretary  
11 July Commemoration - Islandbridge President  
12 July National Day of Commemoration President  

20 August Annual Golf Competition & Dinner: Birr Comdt O’Flanagan 
(Retd) 
Comdt M. Flood 
(Retd) 

 

09 September Arty Decades’ Reunion - Anniversary of 
PDF, FCA and AR Commissioning 1950-
2020, Visit to Cadet School and Lunch in 
Military College 

Col M. Smyth (Retd)  
 

24 September Committee Meeting: McKee Barracks Secretary  
04 – 08 Oct Foreign Field Trip: Artillery Installations, 

London  
Comdt M. Flood 
(Retd) 

W/O issued on 10 
February. CONOPS 
to follow 

TBA Nov Annual Mass & Wreath Laying &: 
McKee Barracks 

Secretary  

04 December AGM and St Barbara’s Day Lunch: 
McKee Barracks  

Secretary  

 


