The Artillery Club — 04 Jun 19

INTRODUCTION

Newsletter 1/2019 promulgated on 25 February, consisted of sections covering Governance,
Activities, the Artillery Corps and Looking into the Past. The same format will be reflected
in this Newsletter.

Since the publication of Newsletter 1/2019, through the medium of emails, members were
provided specific details regarding activities such as the Field Trip to Aras an Uachtardin and
the Equitation School, the Field Trip to the Cork Harbour’s Coast Defence Artillery Forts and
the Foreign Field Trip to Athens.

Particular issues within this Newsletter include: D-Day Veteran — Comdt Paddy Gillen
(Retd), St Mary’s Battery Canada, Activity Reports, Planned Activities, and News from the
Regiments. Photographs, including the above group photograph with President Michael
Higgins in Aras an Uachtardin, are credited to the Defence Forces Press Office, the Club
Membership, and RSM Joe Skelly 2 Artillery Regiment.

Looking into the Past provides an insight to Harold Skaarup’s Website titled “Artillery
Preserved in Ireland”.
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The School Commandant and Regimental Commanders are requested to post this Newsletter
on IKON, circulate it to all PDF and AR Artillery officers under their command, and are
encouraged to provide information for subsequent Newsletters.

Likewise, serving and retired personnel are encouraged to provide information, news and
photographs, for publication in future Newsletters.

Upcoming activities include the Annual Golf Outing and Dinner on 23 August, and the
Decades’ Reunion on 11 September. The current version of the Diary of Events for 2019 is
posted on the Club’s website and is attached as Annex A.

GOVERNANCE

Focus for 2019

Mindful of the Club’s objectives as prescribed in the Rules, the Committee’s focus remains
on: executing appropriate activities, enhancing its Website, extending its Membership base
and participating in appropriate ceremonial and commemorative events.

Since the AGM, the Committee convened on three occasions: 24 January, 21 February and 25
April. The Committee will reconvene on 27 June and 26 September in McKee Barracks, and
will have a pre-AGM meeting on 06 December.

To-date, the Committee has developed the Diary of Events for 2019, conducted planning for
the various activities, and successfully executed the Field Trips to Killiney Mortello Tower
on 21 February, to Aras an Uachtardin and the Equitation School on 25 April, and to the Cork
Harbour’s Coast Defence Artillery Forts on 23 and 24 May.

Communications

In addition to posting information on the Club’s Web site, the circulation of Newsletters,
Activity Information, Calling Notices and Death Notices is primarily by means of email.

Newsletter 1/2015 was distributed by email to 122 individuals. The Club’s Email Contact
List for this Newsletter is 302 individuals, far exceeding the Membership strength of 176.
Currently, 15 members are receiving Club information by means of normal post.

Membership

Membership of the Artillery Club is open to all serving and retired commissioned Artillery
officers of the Permanent Defence Force, An Férsa Cosanta Aitidil and the Army Reserve.

As of 04 June, the Club’s membership is 176, compared with 159 in October 2016, 129 in
October 2015, and 96 in October 2014.

The President has invited the two recently commissioned Gunner Officers to become
members of the Artillery Club.
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As agreed in 2017, newly elected members are provided with a Club Tie, Tie Clasp and Lapel
Pin.

Potential members are requested to contact the Membership Secretary Colonel McDermott
(Retd), Woodenbridge, Ballybrittas, Co Laois, or email: seamus.mcdermott@gmail.com.

Membership Subscriptions

Subscriptions for the current year were due on 01 November, 2018. To date, 109 of the 176
registered members have paid their subscription.

The preferred option of paying Membership Subscription (€10) is by Standing Order. The
Committee is grateful to the 106 members who are currently paying their subscriptions by
Standing Order.

Web Site

The Club’s Website is accessible through www.artilleryclub.ie. The Website provides a
library of relative information on the Artillery Corps and the Artillery Club. The Website
remains the primary communications instrument for the Artillery Club.

During the months of March and April 2018, significant changes were made on the Website’s
Home Page, including the format of the Recent Posts Section (tiled display with photograph),
a dedicated Search Engine under the Recent Posts Section, and the Menu font was changed
from white to black.

Instead of a single folder, the About Us Section now has 6 dedicated folders: Mission &
Current Focus, Objectives, Governance & Rules, Activities, Committee, and Past Presidents.

Since the circulation of Newsletter 1/2019, the following postings were made on the Website:

e Posts — Homepage (2): Newsletter 1/2019, COOPS Foreign Field Trip to Athens.
e News and Events (2): Newsletter 1/2019, Revised Diary of Events 2019.
¢ Photo Gallery
o Artillery Corps (1): 90" Anniversary Reserve Defence Forces.
o Artillery Club (3): Three Field Trips: Dublin Defences, Aras an Uachtardin
and Equitation School; and Cork Harbour Coast Artillery Forts.
e Information Section (3):
© Artillery Equipment (1): New Section. Description of Artillery Preserved in

Ireland, and link to Harold Skaarup’s website

o Artillery Corps (0):

o Artillery Units (2): An Cosantéir, October 1979, 4 Fd Arty Regt; 50"
Anniversary Magee Barracks 1939 - 1989

o Overseas (0):

The Artillery Corps Field Day booklet marking the 50™ Anniversary of Magee Barracks,
posted in the Information Section under Publications, contains some interesting information

on the Magee Gun Trophy, 1 Air Defence Regiment, 6 Field Artillery Regiment, and articles
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by Lieutenant-Colonel J.P. Duggan (“Mind You I said Nothing), and RQMS R. McCarthy
(“Do I Remember — What”).

Currently, the Picture Gallery contains 23 albums reflecting the Artillery Corps, and 36
Albums covering the activities of the Artillery Club.

As a small portion of the web site requires text population: Artillery Corps Disposition and
History, and Corps Units’ Disposition and History, members are encouraged to provide
material on these subjects.

Observations on the Website’s format and content will be welcomed by the Club’s
Committee.

D-Day Veteran: Comdt Paddy Gillen (Retd) RIP

On the occasion of the 75" Anniversary of D-Day, we recall the service and courage of our
esteemed Honorary Member, Comdt Paddy Gillen (Retd) RIP, who landed on Sword Beach,
Normandy, on 06 June 1945.

Comdt Gillen (Retd) 8 Field Artillery Regiment (FCA) was unanimously elected as the
second Honorary Member during the Club’s Annual General Meeting, held on 4 December,
2014

H.E. Jean-Pierre Thébault, French Ambassador to Ireland presented Comdt Pat Gillen (Retd)
with the Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur, in recognition of his role in liberating France
during the Second World War. Sadly, Paddy who was one of the last surviving Irish veterans
of D-Day, died on 27 December 2014. May he Rest in Pace.

Interviewed by the media, Paddy dedicated the award to his fellow countrymen saying: “In
accepting this award, other brave Irish men, thousands of young men, who lost their lives in
pursuit of peace remain in my memory. This award is as much theirs as mine.”
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Residing in Galway, Paddy served in the 50 Infantry Battalion LDF from 1940 through 1943,
when he enlisted in the 6 Commando. With the rank of Corporal, on 6 June 1944, Paddy
landed on Sword Beach, Normandy, as part of the D-Day Landings. Subsequently, his unit
was involved in numerous river crossings including the Rhine which was accomplished on
23 March 1945. On 29 April 1945, Paddy’s unit was given pride and place in being the first
unit to cross the Elbe. As Staff Sergeant, Paddy encountered Russian personnel in May

1945 in Berlin. Following the conclusion of hostilities on the European Front, Paddy served
in Greece, Cyprus, Egypt and Lebanon.

Working with Henry Ford & Son Ltd in Cork, Paddy joined the 44 Field Artillery Battery in
May 1950. In 1970, Paddy was promoted to the rank of Commandant and appointed as
Battery Commander (FCA), 1 Field Artillery Battery, which subsequently became an organic
Battery in the 8 Field Artillery Regiment (FCA) on reorganisation in 1979. On

7 March 1982, Paddy officiated at his Stand Down Parade in Murphy’s Barracks,
Ballincollig, with 42 years service “under two flags”, in the profession of arms.

See the Artillery Club’s Website for information on our Honorary Members.

St Mary’s Battery, Canada

Currently, at the request of the Saint Mary’s Battery Restoration Committee, in
Newfoundland, the Club’s Committee is endeavouring to locate a surplus 9pdr in Ireland for
transfer to Canada for permanent display. Of the four original cannons installed in 1779,
only one of the originals is on site. Two other cannons have already being sourced.

Committee’s Short Term Priorities

The Club’s short term priorities are: Golf Outing on 23 August, Attendance at Decades’
Reunion on 11 September, Artillery Wing in the Curragh Military Museum, Membership
(PDF and AR), and interface with other Corps Clubs.

ACTIVITIES

Diary of Events - 2019

The Club’s activities are of an Artillery nature, hopefully appealing to a large number of
members. Members are encouraged to offer recommendations for next year’s activities in
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2020. As already mentioned, the current version of the 2019 Diary of Events is posted on the
Club’s website, and is attached as Annex A.

Acknowledgements

The Committee acknowledges the support provided by Mr Niall O’Donoghue owner of the
Killiney Martello Tower for the Club’s first event in 2019.

In particular, the Artillery Club was honoured when its members and spouses were received
by President Michael D. Higgins in Aras an Uachtardin on 25 April. In this context, the
Committee commends the support it received from all quarters for the Field Trip to Aras an
Uachtardin and the Equitation School.

Regarding the Field Trip to the Cork Harbour Forts, the Committee acknowledges the support
it received by HQ Naval Service, Comdt Tom O’Neill (Retd) and Capt Noel McCarthy (AR)
1 Artillery Regiment, for the Guided Tour of Spike Island Fort Mitchell, and Comdt Pascal
Cullen (Retd) for the Guided Tour of Camden Fort Meagher.

Reports and Information

Reports on activities executed since the last Newsletter (1/2019), and initial information on
future activities are outlined below.

Visit to Aras an Uachtariin and Equitation School: 25 April (Col Tom O’Callaghan)

The Artillery Club was honoured when the President of Ireland, Michael D. O’Higgins,
received members of the Club and their spouses during the course of the Field Trip to Aras an
Uachtardin and the Equitation School on 25 April.

Following refreshments, the Group was brought on a conducted tour of Aras an Uachtardin
by Commandant Brian Walsh and Sergeant John Grennan.

The tour included the Entrance Hall, Francini Corridor, Visitors’ Gallery, the State Reception
Room, State Dining Room, State Drawing Room, and the Council of State Room.
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After lunch in the Defence Forces Headquarters Officers’ Mess, Commandant Sharon Crean,
Commanding Officer of the Army Equitation School, provided the Group with a
comprehensive brief on the mission, and the impressive achievements of the School, since its
establishment in 1926.

Promoting the Irish horse, the Equitation School participates in national and international
events at the highest level. The School acts as a significant public relations agent for Ireland,
the Defence Forces and the Irish horse.

The extensive tour of the Equitation School culminated with a parade and profile descriptions
of some of the younger horses such as MHS Gabhran, Rathbourne and Kilrue.
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See Web Site for photographs of the Field Trip.

Return Visit to The Arsenal in Vienna: 26 April

Comdt Richie Armstrong (Retd) and Capt Dick Brady (Retd), accompanied by their
respective spouses, paid a return visit to the HGM-Kliege in Ghegastresse, which is the
leading museum of the Austrian Armed Forces, and presented the Artillery Club’s new
plaque to Dr Franz Broedl, for display in the Arsenal. See Newsletter 4/2018 for report on
the Club’s Foreign Trip to Vienna, and the Club’s Website for associated photographs.

Defence Forces Veterans’ Day: 11 May

Collins Barracks Dublin was the location of the 6™ Defence Forces Annual Veterans’ Day
which took place on Sunday, 11 May and was well attended by members of the Club.
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The event incorporated a Veterans’ Parade, a Wreath Laying Ceremony, and a post parade
reception in Collins Barracks. Lieutenant-Colonel Ray Kane, OC 2 Artillery Regiment, was
the Parade Commander.

Field Trip to Cork Harbour: 23/24 May (Lt Col Cormac Lalor Retd)

The Club's successful Field Trip to the Cork Harbour Coast Defence Forts commenced in the
Naval Base, Haulbowline, on Thursday, 23 May, where the 36 participants, including 8
spouses / partners, were formally received by Commodore Michael Malone Flag Officer
Commanding the Naval Service, and Commander Cormac Rynne, OC Shore Operations.

Availing of the renowned hospitality of the Wardroom Officers’ Mess, which included a
pleasant lunch, the Group departed from the Ordnance Pier for Spike Island Fort Mitchell.
Spike Island’s classic star-shaped Fort Mitchell, which in the past garrisoned the
Headquarters of Coast Defence Artillery, consists of six bastions connected by ramparts, and
surrounded by a dry moat and artificial slopes known as glacis.

On arrival, the Group was welcomed by Capt Noel McCarthy AR, 1 Artillery Regiment,
representing the Curator Comdt Tom O’Neill (Retd). Capt McCarthy gave a wonderful
presentation and conducted tour, reflecting the depth of his knowledge and the passion for his
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subject. Many long-term veterans of Spike learned new things from Noel that day, and he
left all participants with a desire to come back. It is no surprise to the Group that Spike Fort
Mitchell was voted Europe’s leading tourist attraction for 2017.

Having arrived in Carrigaline, attendees booked into the Court Hotel, availed of the hotel’s
facilities and enjoyed a communal dinner, before retiring at an appropriate hour.

During the dinner, Lt Col Cormac Lalor (Retd), on behalf of Club President Brig Gen Paul
Pakenham (Retd), presented guests of honour Comdt Tom O’Neill (Retd) and Comdt Paschal
Cullen (Retd) with Artillery Club plaques. Comdt O’ Neill (Retd) was also presented with an
Artillery Corps tie. Paschal didn’t get a tie... he’s already a Gunner!

On Friday 24 May, the Group visited Camden Fort Meagher. Occupying a 45 acre site, the
Fort is near Crosshaven, and covers the mouth of Cork Harbour.

Comdt Paschal Cullen (Retd) conducted the Group on a comprehensive guided tour of
Camden Fort Meagher, internationally recognised as being one of the finest remaining
examples of a classical Coast Artillery Fort in the world. Once again, the Group was treated
to an outstanding tour by a true enthusiast, for whom the Fort is a labour of love, which he
wants to share. Some of our veteran members impressed even Paschal by their mastery of
many steps and steep slopes!

The Group was pleased at Camden Fort Meagher to meet Cdr Rynne again “in his own time”.
That merited a well-earned Artillery Corps tie.

The Committee acknowledges the Trojan work of Lieutenant-Colonel Cormac Lalor (Retd),
Commandant Paschal Cullen (Retd), Commandant Tom O’Neill (Retd), and Capt Noel
McCarthy AR in planning and executing the memorable and most enjoyable Field Trip.

Battery Rest
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See Web Site for photographs of the Field Trip.

Annual Golf Competition & Dinner: Woodenbridge, County Wicklow: 23 August
(Comdt Chris O’Flanagan Retd & Comdt Michael Flood Retd).

The Club’s Annual Golf Outing takes place on Friday, 23 August 2018 at the Woodenbridge
Golf Club, County Wicklow. The recently refurbished 400 year old Woodenbridge Hotel is
nested in the beautiful Vale of Avoca overlooking the golf course.

Competition for the Capt Jack Jones Perpetual Trophy will be restricted to serving and retired
Gunner Officers. Both the Golf Outing and Dinner are open to Members of the Artillery
Club, their Spouses, Partners and Guests.

The Calling Notice was issued on 30 April, and duly posted on the Club’s Website. A
limited number of rooms have been reserved in the Hotel for Members and Guests at
reasonable rates.

For those yet to confirm participation or to book accommodation, are requested to contact
Comdt Chris O’Flanagan (Retd).

Arty Decades’ Reunion - Anniversary of PDF, FCA and AR Commissioning 1949-2019,
11 September (Col Mick Smyth Retd). This annual event, now in its fourth year, envisages
assembly in the Cadet’s Mess at 1100hrs, Brief on the Cadet School, and Reunion Lunch in
the Officers’ Mess Pearse Barracks. Calling Notice to follow.
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For planning purposes, Permanent Defence Force, An Férsa Cosanta Aititil and the Army
Reserve officers commissioned in 1949, 59, 69, 79, 89, 99, 2009 and 2019, are requested to
contact the Club’s President (ppakenham @eircom.net) and the Event Coordinator
(michaelsmythO07 @ gmail.com).

Foreign Field Trip Athens: October 06 to 10 October (Comdt Michael Flood Retd)

The Artillery Club’s 2019 Foreign Field Trip will take place in Athens, with Sunday, 06
October and Thursday, 10 October the travel days. Currently 31 individuals have booked
flights and accommodation in the recommended hotel: Polis Grand Hotel.

On 22 April, the Defence Attaché, provided the Club’s Committee with a programme
approved by the Hellenic Army General Staff, including the visit to the Artillery School,
located in Néa Péramos, on 07 October, a guided tour of the War Museum on 09 October and
a guided tour of the Battleship Averof located at Flisvos Harbour on 10 October. The visit to
the Artillery School includes Welcome Address, Brief, Demonstration of Artillery Systems
and Simulator, War Memorial, and Lunch.

The tentative programme for the trip also includes a welcome dinner in the Hotel’s rooftop
restaurant, and an optional island boat tour.

The Calling Notice, which included a comprehensive CONOPS, is available on the Home
page of the Club’s Website.
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The Field Trip is open to members of the Artillery Club and their respective spouses.
Currently, 31 individuals have booked flights and accommodation in the recommended hotel.
As in the successful trips in 2015 to Madrid and Segovia, in 2016 to Granada and Malaga, in
2017 to Lisbon, and in 2018 to Vienna, Comdt Michael Flood (Retd) is the Tour Coordinator.

Members who have yet to register for the Field Trip are requested to advise Commandant
Michael Flood (Retd) by email mike5555 @ gmail.com of their travelling dates, flight times
and hotel reservations, copy to Club President ppakenham @eircom.net

RDF 90" Anniversary Dinner — 18 November

Following on from the successful dinner in 2016 marking the centenary of 1916, a formal
dinner, celebrating the 90™ anniversary of the establishment of The Army Reserve and the
Reserve of Officers, will take place in the Ballsbridge Hotel, Dublin on 18 November.
Serving and retired Gunner Officers of An Férsa Cosanta Aititil and the Army Reserve are
encouraged to attend the function. The Secretary and Treasurer of the Organising Committee
are Commandant Rossa Lyons (Retd) and Lieutenant-Colonel Peter Gibbons (Retd). For

further information, please contact the Secretary: rossa.lyons @outlook.com

ARTILLERY CORPS

Commissioning Ceremony 10 Potential Officers Class: 13 March 2019

The Minister of State with special responsibility for Defence, Mr. Paul Kehoe T.D.
accompanied by the Chief of Staff Vice-Admiral Mark Mellett DSM, attended the
Commissioning Ceremony of 22 Army Officers and 2 Air Corps at Dublin Castle on
Wednesday, 13 March.

The newly appointed officers completed a demanding 11 months intensive training and have
taken up appointments as junior leaders in Oglaigh na hEireann. Commandant Caitriona Nic
Céba was the Class Officer and Lieutenant-Colonel Gavin Young is the Cadet Master.
Commissioned in 2005, Commandant Nic Céba was appointed as a Gunner Officer, and was
posted to the 1 Air Defence Regiment. In 2008, she completed a GBAD Command Post
Officers Course in the Royal School of Artillery, Larkhill, and transferred to the Air Corps on
2015.

Once a Gunner — Always a Gunner




The Artillery Club — 04 Jun 19

Lieutenant Brian Dunne, member of the Class, is a great-grandson of Commandant Joseph
Dunne who was in the GPO during Easter Week 1916, and fought alongside General Michael
Collins in the War of independence

Since the 1 Potential Officers Class was commissioned in 1962, a total of 226 NCOs have
been selected for this pathway of being commissioned from the ranks. The 10 Potential
Officers Course has a combined total of 387 years’ of service in the Defence Forces, which
includes 91 tours of overseas service.

The Artillery Club extends sincere congratulations to the following two officers who were
commissioned in March 2019, and appointed by the Chief of Staff, Vice-Admiral Mark
Mellett DSM to the Artillery Corps:

Captain William Bastic, 2 Artillery Regiment. Captain Bastic has 21 years’ service
in the Defence Forces, serving in the 4 Field Artillery Regiment and the 2 Artillery
Regiment. He deployed overseas on four occasions with UNIFIL, and once each with
KFOR and UNMIL. Captain Bastic was awarded The Frank Lawless Award in
recognition of demonstrating the Defence Forces values of Loyalty, Respect,
Selflessness, Physical Courage and Morale Courage throughout the 10 Potential
Officers Course.

Lieutenant Emmet Murphy, 1 Artillery Regiment. Lieutenant Bastic has 16 years’
service in the Defence Forces, serving in the 3 Infantry Battalion and the 1 Artillery
Regiment. He deployed overseas on three occasions to UNIFIL, twice to Chad
(EUFOR and UN), and once with UNMIL. Overall, Lieutenant Murphy was placed
1*"in the 10 Potential Officers Course and was presented with The Doyle Sword by
Lieutenant-Colonel Richard Cummins (Retd), who was a member of the 3 Potential
Officers Course (1976).
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On 14 March, on the behalf of the Artillery Club, Brigadier-General Paul Pakenham wrote to
the newly commissioned Gunner Officers, congratulating them on their appointment to the
Artillery Corps, inviting them to become member of the Club and inviting them to the
Decades’ Reunion, scheduled for 11 September in The Military College.

90" Anniversary Parade Reserve Defence Force: 1§__April
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A military parade celebrating the 90th Anniversary of the foundation of the Reserve Defence
Force took place in Collins Barracks, Dublin, on Tuesday, 16 April 2019.

Speaking at the ceremony, the Minister of State with Responsibility for Defence, Mr Paul
Kehoe TD said that the Reserve Defence Forces had a long and proud history, and holds a
special place in the hearts of many people around the country.

The Minister also launched the Employer Engagement Handbook for employers, highlighting
the benefits of employing personnel of the Army Reserve and Naval Service Reserve.

Following the ceremony, the Defence Forces Chief of Staff, Vice-Admiral Mark Mellett
DSM tweeted: "Privileged to join Minister Kehoe and meet veterans like Commandant John
O'Brien (Retd) at the 90th Anniversary of the formation of the Reserve in Collins Barracks,
women and men are the embodiment of volunteerism and an enabler of the Defence Forces
capability to strengthen the nation".
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As volunteers, over 200,000 reservists have served in the Defence Forces. Such reservists
have played a significant and essential role in assisting the Permanent Defence Force in
defending the State during the Emergency, and during the Troubles.

On 09 September 1929, Mr Desmond Fitzgerald, Minister for Defence, announced the
immediate foundation of the Volunteer Reserve. A Volunteer Reserve Artillery Battery was
established in Collins Barracks Cork, consisting of 146 personnel and equipped with 18pdr
guns. On 08 December 1933, the Government approved the establishment of the Volunteer
Force. A Local Security Force (LSF) was established on 24 May 1940. In January 1941, all
reserve elements were amalgamated into the Local Defence Force.

An Férsa Cosanta Aititil and An Slua Muiri were established on 06 February 1946. The
amalgamation of the Permanent Defence Force and the Army Reserve took place in 1959.

A reorganisation of both the Permanent Defence Force and Reserve Defence Forces in 2011,
resulted in the Single Force Concept, involving a restructured Reserve Defence Forces in
March 2013. All units of the Army Reserve and Naval Service Reserve are fully integrated
into Permanent Defence Force Units.

See Website for photographs of the Parade.

1916 Commemoration — 22 April

The Parade Commander of the 1916 Commemoration military parade, which took place at
the General Post Office, Dublin, on Sunday, 22 April, was Lieutenant-Colonel Fergal
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Costello, OC 1 Artillery Regiment. The Master of Ceremonies was Capt Emmett Gallagher,
DFHQ and formerly of 2 Artillery Regiment.
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The Army component of the Joint Captain’s Guard of Honour deployed at the GPO was
drawn from the 1 Artillery Regiment, Collins Barracks, Cork. The Officer in Command was
Captain James McKeown, Second in Command was Lieutenant Emmet Murphy, and
2/Lieutenant Pierce Dalton carried the 1 Brigade’s Regimental Colour, all three officers are
serving with the 1 Artillery Regiment.

2018 Values Awards

The Chief of Staff Vice-Admiral Mark Mellett DSM personally advised each recipient of the
2018 Values Awards, which included Gunner David Stack, 1 Artillery Regiment. The
Artillery Club congratulates Gunner Stack for receiving the “Integrity Award”. The other
awards recognise the Defence Forces core values of Morale Courage, Respect, Physical
Courage, Selflessness, and Loyalty. The Values Champion for 2018 was RSM Johnny
Murray, CIS Group, Defence Forces Training Centre.

Gun Salutes — 2 Artillery Regiment

:'.

On the occasion of the State Visit to Ireland by King Carl XVI Gustaf and Queen Silvia of
Sweden, on 22 May, the 2 Artillery Regiment deployed at Aras an Uachtardin and fired a 21
Gun Salute during the formal welcoming ceremony. Capt Danielle Murphy was Acting
Battery Commander and it was RSM Skelly's first Gun Salute as the 2 Artillery Regiment’s
Regimental Sergeant Major.
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The 2 Artillery Regiment will redeploy on 12 June, firing a 21 Gun Salute during the
welcoming ceremony for the State Visit to Ireland of King Willem-Alexander and Queen
Maixima of The Netherlands.

LOOKING INTO THE PAST

Major Harold A. Skaarup BFA MA CD (Retd), the author of Artillery Preserved in Ireland,
has kindly provided permission to the Artillery Club to post a link to the associated web
pages on the Club's website.

Harold has also compiled similar websites titled: Artillery Preserved in Mexico, Artillery
Preserved in New England, Artillery Preserved in Portugal, and Artillery Preserved in
Canada. He is actively involved in the New Brunswick Military History Museum.

His publications include Shelldrake: Canadian Artillery Museums and Gun Monuments
(2012) and Out of Darkness — Light: A History of Canadian Intelligence (2005).

Harold's ancestor, Richard Longyville Peed came from Ballyshannon, and departed Ireland for
Canada in 1832,

Major Skaarup served with the Canadian Forces as an Army Intelligence Officer, retiring in
August 2011. During his 40 years of service, he was a member of the Canadian Airborne
Regiment and served three tours with the Canadian Forces Parachute Demonstration Team
"The Skyhawks”.

Harold served with Defence Forces personnel in SFOR Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
and with ISAF in Kabul, Afghanistan.

The aim of the Artillery Preserved in Ireland website is to locate, identify and document
every historical piece of artillery preserved in Ireland. Many contributors have assisted
Harold in locating guns and the providing him with the information contained in the web

pages.

Unless otherwise credited, photographs on the Website are by the author (Harold A.
Skarup). Any errors found in the web pages are by the author, and any additions, corrections
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or amendments to this list of Guns and Artillery in Ireland would be most welcome, and may
be e-mailed to the author at hskaarup @rogers.com.

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Serving and retired personnel are encouraged to provide information, news and photographs,
for publication in the Club’s Newsletters.

Once a Gunner — Always a Gunner
THE ARTILLERY CLUB
June 2019

Annex A: Diary of Events (V 04 Jun 19)
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Annex A
4 ARTILLERY CLUB’s DIARY of Events — 2019
"€ ™ ARTILLERY CLUB’s DIARY of Events — 2019
(Changes since previous iteration highlighted in yellow)
Date Event Coordinator Remarks
24 January | Committee Meeting: McKee Secretary Minutes Circulated
Barracks
21 February | Field Trip: Dublin Defences Comdt Lar Joye 23 Attendees, Photos
on Website
21 February | Committee Meeting: McKee Secretary Minutes Circulated
Barracks
25 April Field Trip: Equitation School and Col Tom 29 Attendees, Photos
Aras an Uachtardin O’Callaghan on Website
25 April Committee Meeting: McKee Secretary Minutes circulated
Barracks
11 May Defence Forces Veterans’ Day: Secretary
Collins Bks Dublin
23/24 May | Field Trip: Cork Harbour Coast Lt Col C. Lalor 36 Attendees, Photos
Defence Atrtillery Forts (1 & 8 Fd (Retd) on Website
Arty Regts)
27 June Committee Meeting: McKee Secretary
Barracks
13 July Commemoration - Islandbridge President
14 July National Day of Commemoration President
July Arty Shoot — Glen Imaal Col S. McDermott
(Retd)
23 August | Annual Golf Competition & Comdt C. Calling Notice Issued
Dinner: Woodenbridge, Co O’Flanagan (Retd) 30 April
Wicklow
11 Arty Decades’ Reunion - Col M. Smyth (Retd)
September | Anniversary of PDF, FCA and AR
Commissioning 1949-2019, Visit to
Cadet School and Lunch in Military
College
26 Committee Meeting: McKee Secretary
September | Barracks
06 — 11 Oct | Foreign Field Trip: Athens Comdt M. Flood CONORPS circulated
(Retd) 23 March
08 Nov Defence Forces Commemoration Secretary
(TBC) Ceremony, National Monument,
Merrion Square, Dublin
09 Nov Wreath Laying & Annual Mass: Secretary
McKee Barracks
Nov Arty Shoot — Glen Imaal Col S. McDermott
(Retd)
06 AGM and St Barbara’s Day Lunch: | Secretary
December | McKee Barracks
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