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An COsantáir 

What the Papers Notice 

Over the Sticks 
Congratulations to Colonel Martin O'Brien, 

Lieut. Col. Jim Crowley, Lieut. Cot. Ted Russell, 
Comd.s. Pat Lane, John Morgan, Art Riordan, 
John Hamill and to Lieut. Commander Liam 
Smith (who gave a fresh dimension to research 
on the Battle of Kinsale once upon a time) on 
their promotions. Promotions have in addition, a 
scarcity value. "Gain Promotion" is the Irish 
Times phraseology. Leaving the Army Game 
dressing room to participate in the different 
battle of life in "civvy" street is Commandant 
Calm Brown, DSM, who will head the auctioneer-
jug division of D. Myles Ltd., Drogheda, and 
Captain Michael Gillespie who after completing 
his stint along the banks of the Suez Canal and 
in Damascus will take up an appontment in the 
diamond industry in sunny South Africa. On 
taking this step which is (or should be) another 
rung in the structural ladder of career planning 
we wish them both the very best of good Fortune. 

* 	* 

Gunners 
As the gunners are still firing in this issue it 

may not yet be safe to pop up our heads. The 
"Star" Shell perhaps were fired by those ardent 
apostles of '"the Corps," Terry O'Sullivan and 
Seamus Kelly. They keep burning bright with a 
spirit of eternal youth on esprit-de-corps that the 
toll of time might otherwise have puttered down 
to a toothless flicker spluttering in lack-lustre fat 
and middle aged " spread." More power to their 
collective elbows. 

Terr's "Depression" story in particular seems 
to have caught everybody's Fancy with its "Hole 
in Buck It" slant. And another venerable writes 
in requesting a Reunion of the 1943 VI F.A. 
Regiment in the Hib Schools. He too opens Lady 
Chatterleys letters. Someone should tell these 
artillerymen that Effin is the name of a creamery 
in County Limerick or that Termnfeckin is in 
Louth. All in the Evening Press. 

Talking about the Hib Schools, God be with 
the days before those cushy 1943 days of singing 
"The Moon comes over Madison Square," draw-
ing the veil gently over a sleeping bar and dig-
ging into early morning duck-in-the-rough. A  

couple of years before officers were all on first 
parade where Major Luke Hegarty (God love 
him) tested the Officers Caps for oil and align-
menu. 

Clothes Shortage 

The papers made a meal of the effect this has 
on recruiting. The eye-catching "Join Today's 
Army" ad provided effective battery fire. 

New Panhards 

The Herald has a "Golden Heights " picture 
(without the blood and burst-ups) ol the Cavalry 
Corps demonstration in the Glen of he new 
Panhard armoured cars capability of knocking 
out a tank. 

Herzliches Wilikommen! 

The Irish Press pictures Dr. Rudolf Fechter, 
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany, 
inspecting a guard of honour under Lieut. P. 
O'Sullivan when he presented his letter of cre-
dence to the President, Mr. Childers, at Arus an 
Uachutaráin. 

Griffith 

The Sunday Press reports that Griffith Barracks 
has given accommodation for a classroom for 
mildly and moderately mentally handicapped 
children. The billet was converted into a speci-
ally designed classroom by St. Michael's House 
Training Centre. By the way Commandant 
Michael O'Farrell, the well known Offalyman, 
has left the Army to devote himself full time to 
the care and administration of the mentally han-
dicapped. After a highly successful Army career 
which he ended while his star was very much in 
the ascendancy we -wish Commandant O'Farrell 
all the very best of good luck for his new and 
laudable mission. 

* 	* 	* 
Blazes 

Baldonnel, by kind courtesy of Lieut. Colonel 
Treacey, the officer commanding, was the focus 
of a combined  exercise between his airmen and 
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the Dublin Auxiliary Fire Service of Civil De-
fence. 

Doggone! 

A Herald picture shows Pte. Denner handing 
over Darragh, a three months old wolfhound, on 
behalf of the Eastern Command to President 
Childers, 

The Boyne 

The Independent reports Gardaj and armed 
troops working together with permanent cordons 
on the Boyne bridges indicating how essential 
close CO-operation is between the sister Security 
services. 

Tape Cutting 

The Cork Examiner put a lens on Colonel 
Thomas McDonald, OC, Southern Command, 
assisted by U. Col. James A. McMahon, OC, 4th 
Bat and Collins Barracks cutting the tape to 
officially open a new sports pavilion. 

Going Places 

The Irish Independent's caption refers to a 
group of "the soldiers most likely to succeed" 
when twenty-eight graduates of the Command. 
and Staff School receved Certificates of Gradua-
tion from the Chief of Staff, Major G'2neral T. L. 
O'Carroll. The picture includes the School Staff, 
who presumably are also embraced by the pace-
setting caption. 

The use of the term "graduate "   in this con-
nection needs to be upped from its present 
whisUing-in-the-wing status. This can only be 
done when Our Defence schools are given theb 
proper structural status and place within the 
Irish Educational system as a whole, instead of 
coming under "also" or "afterthought" shrouded 
headings. 

Those who graduated included Mick Hipwell, 
the rugby international now serving as a flying 
instructor in the Air Corps, and Capts Joe Young 
of Galway and Jim Harold of Galway, former 
footballers. Absent were Captain Gerry Mul-
rooney, who is serving in the Middle East, and 
Comdt. Ned Campon who was competing in an 
equestrian event in Holland. It's a small world. 

Niemba 
The Irish Press poses the question if this is the 

last separate salute ito the Niemba ten. The photo 
shows Lieut.-Col. Louis Hogan (who was OC 
A Company 33rd Battalion in the Congo at the 
time) accompanying relatives of the victims after 
the Mass for them in Cathal Brugha Barracks. 

One of the NCOs who organised the remembrance 
ceremony over the years is reported as remarking 
"It is probably the last time. Next year there 
are plans for a special day to remember all the 
dead but, somehow, we'll manage a special visit 
to their graves." 

Mercy Flights 

Tullainoie Notes in the Midland Tribune re-
orts an Army heIicoper in a mercy flight from 
the County Hospital, Tüllamore, to Belfast's 
Royal Victoria Hospital. 

Kieran Kelly, the sculptor, designed and un-
veiled the official Helicopter Flight crest at Case-
ment aerodrome. The symbol depcts life and is 
of Egyptian origin. 

Mid East 

Irish roops have moved in to their action 
stations in the Suez Canal area to carry Out their 
arduous Peace Keeping mission. Alan Bestir in 
the People had the height of praise for successive 
Irish contingents in Cyprus. Both Turks and 
Greeks want them back there. That's a good sign 
of a job well done. The very best of luck to them 
for 1974 in their present between-the-two tricky 
positions. They have what it takes to be good 
soldiers. 

Not Mickey Mouse 
The Independent relays the London Times re-

port of a new healthy respect for the modern 
Irish soldier. But surely statistics and V.C.s in 
their own regular army through the years should 
have told them that already. There is a point 
however that now we are getting the tools to do 
a job. The trade itself comes natural. And now-
adays Irishmen take for granted pride in their 
own island country with all its different tradi-
tions. It was not ever so but today Geoffrey God-
sell is able to report in the Christian Science 
Monitor how well equipped Ireland is to work in 
the United Nations peace keeping forces. 

Swallow this 
The Irish People takes a swie at Married 

Quarters conditions. 

Irish Merchant Seamen 
The Irish Press pictured after the Mass in City 

Quay Church, Dublin, for Irish merchant seamen 
who lost their lives during the Seocnd World 
War, the British Ambassador, Sir Arthur Gals-
worthy, and the Chief of Staff, Major General T. 
L.O'Carroll and Mrs. O'Carroll. 



32 
	

An Cosantóir 

Stories 
Quidnunc reports some salty memories of 

Commodore T. McKenna of the Naval Service at 
a meeting of the Naval Association at the Royal 
Marine Hotel, Dun Laoghaire, which recalls that 
it was Tony MeClafferty (Commandant to you!) 
who asked the late Colonel Busty McCabe - a 
then epitome of the sometimes apart Regular 
Officer - if he were an Emergency Officer there-
by causing some swellings of indignation and out-
raged armour propre. 

* 	* 	* 

FCA Presentations 

The Cork Examiner pictures presentations on 
behalf of the 23rd Battalion FCA being made in 
Collins Barracks (Cork, of course). 

* 

Good Luck Denis 

Col. T. Ryan. Director of the Cavalry Corps, 
presented an antique drum table on behalf of 
officer friends in the Corps to a "fresh and well" 
looking Comdt. Denis Quinn after 39 years ser-
vice with the Cavalry Corps. That's a lot of ser-
vice! Also in the independent picture are Lieut. 
Cal. P. Lavelle and the Command OC, Cal. C. 
J. Burke. Unseen is another Cavalryman, Captain 
Aidan Ponder, Editor of the independent. Bon 
voyage in ?the shoals of civvy life, Denis, auld son. 
Denis was one of the most popular officers, not 
alone in the cloisters of the Cavalry Corps, but 
throughout the Army. 

Better Conditions 

Conditions in the Army were improving and 
would furher improve, Go!. C. J. Burke, OC of 
the Curragh Command, told No. 10 Platoon A 
ompany of the Third Infantry Battalion after 
their passing out parade at James Stephens Bar-
racks, Kilkenny 

Slua Muiri 

The Press (Andrew Bushe) writes of a new role 
of Navy Reservists when they will be revived and 
given an active role within the Defence Force 
structure. 

* 	* 	* 

Fuel's Pardon 

Oil be seeing you. During .the Emergency the 
Army cut its own turf. Mona meant more than a 
girl's name. Freeze or duck became a vogue slo-
gan. But Europe was great before oil was ever 
heard of. If the energy to locomote ithe First In-
dustrial Revolution was coal and for the second 
Industrial Revolution was electricity and chem-
istry inventive Europe will inevitably provide the 
energy for the Third lndustral Revioution which 
might embrace refeitilising the oil-drained dry 
Sahara. So let ye keep yore inventive thinking 
caps on.. In dern auld dimergency years already 
referred to, Commandant Nick (Anchors Aweigh) 
Healy of the Corps of Engineers modified his car 
to be energised by a Heath Robinson ish carbon 
contraption. But it went and Nick was mobile 
while it was Shanks Mare for the scoffers. Out-
flank the oil is 'Lhe answer. 

Reverie 

A half-century ago 

In January, 1923, a second class Private earned 
the princely sum of one half-crown (2s. 6d or 
12+ new pence to the forgetful or the young). A 
"Solid Tyred Utility Car," however, cost a mere 
£157 lOs. 

* 	* 	* 

Elected treasurer of Limerick Command AAA 
on January 25, 1924, was Comdt. James Hannon, 
the late and well remembered marksman who be-
came OC 1 Brigade in Clonmel and Limerick. 

Chess, always regarded as a game to appeal to 
the military mind, was a popular pastime in the 
early years of the Army as can be assessed by the 
fact that two full pages of An t-Oglac were given 
to reporting the activities of the GHQ Chess Club. 

* 	* 	* 

At the GHQ Ball "The genial QMG was the 
most capable exponent of the Irish Dances." 
(Thereby proving that quartermastering and Irish 
Culture are synonymous—another point for the 
Goldsmith case.) 

Sctnsrizo. 
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ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH, Dublin. This magnificent church stands at the 
apex of an unique street-plan. Its architect. Francis, Jolnston, is said to 
have been influenced in its design by Wren's work in London. The spire 
is 180 feet high. Johnston died in 1829 at No, 64 Eccles Street, Dublin. 
A treasure from the past, but the future has treasures too . . for lucky 
ticket holders. 

Irish Sweeps Lincoln 
Tickets £1 each 
CLOSING DATE FEB. 28 

PRIZES: SUPER PRIZE £200,000. Numerous prizes of £50,000, £20,000, 
£10,000 and many other prizes. 

SELLERS PRIZES: Super Prize £20,000. Numerous prizes of £5,000, 
£2,000, £1,000 and unpiaced horse prizes £50. 

IRISH HOSPITALS' SWEEPSTAKES,  BALLSBRIDGE, DUBLIN 4 
BRANCH SWEEP OFICES. CORK, GALWAY AND 9-11 GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN 2 
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