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I suppose I first noticed it five years ago, the mood which comes 

over the young and not so young men of bouth Galway as August 
approaches. 	The first sign is to be noticed in a certain 
establishment in Jack's - which is frequented by more and more of 
the said younk men talking business i.e. the ladies are not invited. 
the next sLn is that approx six of these young men be in to wheeler-

deal at a terrific rate and phases such as "not a hope, his mine" can 
be overheard. 	The third and confirmative sin is the nonaicholic 
glazed look which comes over most faces present. 

iVith this insight into the symptoms of the mood, any GPO worth his 
salt knows that tiGlenitisli has struck - a strane malody which causes 
men to abandon jobs, relationships both temporary and permanent and 
the normal run of the mill worries of life for a full fortnight. 

Tales are told and retold of previous shoots, Mortars are spoken 
of reverently and the abilities of the other two batteries slaughtered 
by word and proposed deed. 	Numbers' 1. get their crews together 
teach them 'new' shortcuts to quicken reaction times, confidently 
suggest the shock which will fall on the other crews and finally 
threaten the crew with the most ungodly retaliations should they 

forget what they have been taught. :cecruits at first cannot grasp 

the depth of this affliction - cannot comprherid the terrors of two 
weeks army cooking, the rigors of a forced march to Fintans, the 
difficulties involved in gettin-: a dance at a Disco in Donard or the 
sheer bliss of being part of a good crew in the 'best' battery. 

So at the end of the trainim. year, in mid July, the uPO looks back 
at the years trajnin& (never enouh) then heads off to Jacks on a 
Saturday night to determine the state of his battery. An you know my 
friends, it is with reat confidence and a glazed look on my face that 
I say " 2 Bty ready, over" 
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Some men can steal victory Irom almost 
certain defeat. Major General Ambrose 
Burnside normally Drogre seed in the 
opposite direction. No advantage, 
numerical or tactical, was so great 
that Burn&ide could not throw it away 
in seconds. During the American 
Civil 'ar t3urnside had 12,000 troops 
at his disposal at the battle of 
jAntietam. He overcame this advantage 
by ordering them to march in single 
file across an exposed bridge upon 
which enemy guns, were trained in large 
numbers. Later he learned the river was 
only waist deep and could have been 
forded without danger at any point. 
Some time later he planned to dynamite 
a trench along whieb his mn could run 

in safety into the middle 
of the enemy camp. -s the 
smoke was cleerri.irig,his 
men ran in only to find 
they couldn't climb out 
again at the other end 
a large loss resulted. 
The President on hearing 
of this aad Only 
Burnside could have managed 
such a cour,.vringing one 
last spectacular defeat 
fromthe jaws of victory. 
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MURPHY'S LAWS: 
There 	are 	many 	collections 	of - 	 - 	 — - 

Murphy's Laws, each a series of related gEMR0EIT 	W/YTCY-/ WN6 	YOUR 	7"VO, 
OI OY J/7 M/6L7 J' MA IV /  or inevitable effects arising from the 

 
/TA 	SAIAA, 	 A/7 	I'LL 	R'- 	 R" 

original. Among them are: 
—Nothing is ever as simple as it seems. - 

—When 	left 	to 	themselves, 	things W//47S 7/16 CU.5///6.5 7 ../O5 /N /?A1 	O 	77/5 V/O/1DS 

always go from bad to worse. /A//E'1C6 	0//C6R 	/4' 7116 	/R/.rN 	'71E'MY 

—If an instruction can possibly be 
misunderstood, 	it 	will 	be 
misunderstood. A 	70.0066R 	Q/-O /1/S 	/?7Nt-R SY .-4N1/OVCI,VG 

—Nature always sides with the hidden ONE t7.4 Y 7//Q T 	WA S ClO IA/c 70 /O/A/ 7W6 ARAl Y 

flaw. It is impossible to make anything 
' "YOUR "B 	YOU C4/T "/D H/Sf 	7N5R 	A/V /A/4V7 

-1 roof hrmce fnn1s are sninipnictic "T//Ar.y R/6/17', /M rioiNc //V70 TWE 1/1 -IA/7W) /1 

THE IRISH BANKING LAW: 
In order to get a loan, you must first 

prove that you don't need it. 

SIMON'S LAW: 
— 	 Everything put together sooner or 

later falls apart. 

~ = r--::4 	 SMOKER: 
DHAWAN'S LAW FOR THE NON-

The cigarette smoke always drifts in 
the direction of the non-smoker 
regardless of the direction of the breeze. 
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he British contribution to this 
category was the No.74 hand 
grenade, known as the sticky bomb. 
It had an adhesive coating which 
enabled it to stick to the side 
of an enemy tank. But it also 
enabled it to stick to the floor, 
which was generally what happened. 

Once stuck,the soldier had a 
considerate five second delay in 
which to extricate himself. 
v(;ri if he succeeded,only a 
practised shot putter could hope 
to lob the four and a halt pound 
bomb far enough to ensure his 
own safety. 

s part of a training exercise 
near Portsmouth in 1947. The 
destroyer Saintes, was required 
to fire at a target pulled across 
its bows by the tug Buccaneer. 
It fired a shell,rnissed the target, 
and sank the tug. 

 

i paint scraper worth 30p 
was accidentally dropped 
into a torpedo launcher 
of the U.S. nuclear sub 
marine Swordsfish and jammed 
the cylinders loading piston. 
For over a week divers tried 
to free the piston while 
Swordafish was wateroorne 
but all attemots failed. 
She had to be dried docked 
and subsec:uent reoairs costed 
P,84, 000. 
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The Pipernans strike of 1978 made 7oossible one of the greatest 
animal rescue attempts of all times. 	Valiantly the Army 
had taken over emergency fire fighting and early in January 
they were called out by an elderly lady to retrieve her cat 
which had entrapped itself up in a tree. They arrived with 
impreseive haste, and in no time at all they had discharged their 
duty. 	The old lady was so ratefil that she invited each 
and every one of them in for tea. 

riving off later itb fond farewells completed, th/ inadvertently 
ran over the cat and killed it. 
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I would hate to see this occasion pass without throwing an eye 
backwards to whence we came. 	I don't mean that we should wallow 
in nostalgia, but rather that we remember with deep appreciation 
the mens from whom we inherited the Bullswool. 

e evolved from the 50th Battalion and there still serves among us 
an odd old KGU man as Bean Cullinane was wont to call us. 	The 50th 
Bn, was debatebly the best unit in the FCA, but certainly it contained 
some cff the better people in the Soldering world,and some of these 
moved into the 4th Bty. on integration. 

The name of Sgt. Brian Brennan springs to mind.,trainiflg Sgt. 
extraodiria.ire ,wi tout whom some of us still wouldn't know our cle 
from, our deas. 	O'Connor John - or Big John - as he was lovingly 
known was our first liSN, and he really was a Kingpin in the young 
Regt. 

How many of us remember 'Tich" O'Connor tlGalley9smith, Frank Mulvey 

Lt. Bob Tierney, Joe Fitzpatrick, or Tommy Fitzpatrick ? 

How about Tom Durnin ? How many of us can remember Dickie Byrne 
or Debby Molloy in uniform ? 

The list of names is long and no one head could remember them all - 
those who merely passed out and those who has rassed on. 	btanding 
orders, routine orders, are continuing formulae, but without the men 
to carry out these orders we would have no .egt. today,so I would 
as all gunners on the occasion of our 21st look back with pride 
and gratitude to the men from whence we sprang. 

GQftT I 	 TROOP 
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