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'Boys oh Boys' 

By IA. Col. J. P. Duggan (retd.) (former B.C. 8th Field Battery) 

WITH tones of velvet authority that spring from 
cameraderie and brotherhood bonds as well as from the 
magic of being the C.O. of the Regiment, the present 
Officer Commanding the 4 Field Artillery Regiment and 
Columb Barracks Mullingar suggested that I write 
something for the commemorative issue. 'You were 
there when all the characters were about' he said. The 
task, on analysis, was to be of an anecdotal nature rather 
than archival. Which is all very well up to a point. But 
one man's bon mot can be another man's 'Hows your 
father', or whatever. And to coin a phrase; that auld 
kind of ting could get us into trouble yet. Anyway 
undocumented memory is notoriously capricious and 
selective; a lot of it is the way you tell 'em. 'Beef to the 
heels' means different things to different people. The 
least said soonest mended. 

Still a task is a task is a task; and to start we'll inch 
along chronological strands and stress that all that is 
offered is a random worm's eye view. What must be 
emphasised first and last is that behind all the pranks 
andpeccadillos there burned a fierce professional pride 
in all ranks. To be a good soldier was all that mattered. A 
manifestation of this trait was the 'religion' that no 
matter what the excesses of the 'night before, in your 
own time, you had to be on parade next morning and 
punch in your day's work. There could be variations on 
the theme of what constitutes a day's work. 

A citizen of Mullingar once asked Colonel Kane; 
'what do ye do all day up in the Barracks? Drillin' is it? 
• , . But it was a mortal sin to miss parade. On the odd 
occasion only the breeches and leggings managed to 
keep the sleepy occupant (sleepy but shaved) in the 
standing position. 

In the early days of the Army it was said that there was 
a rivalry between those who had four years in the 
trenches in France and those whose only combat 
experience had been on the hillsides against the Black-
and-Tans and in the Civil War. The boast of the Flanders 
veterans was that they never got drunk no matter how 
much whiskey they drank. (Stout was only for washing 
glasses, they maintained.) A passed out slump was 
permitted providing arrangements had been made to 
pout the contestant discreetly into his bed. But it took 
four years in France to produce that sort of expertise and 
we'll resist the temptation to advert to a few homegrown 
'no mean exponents'. Somewhere in the subconscious 
there lurked a sort of respect for those glass smashing, 
hard drinking legendary Cossacks of the Czar's army  

who played hard and soldiered hard. The mess bill, that 
monthly headache, was the blessed 'cut off' barrier, 
though that monstrous chit book system was a great 
pitfall. Fags were cheaper in the Army and floggable 
outside so the tobacco - road currency shoved up many a 
last minute mess bill. It was payment deferred; more a 
drop two, purl one, than the reverse. It was neck and 
neck and in this circular robbing Peter to pay Paul the 
posse had to gallop on, frustrated, to the next month's 
cliff-hanging instalment. 

But we're running ahead of ourselves; this vignette 
will telescope time. My image of the West had been 
positive. Prior to 1939 I had spent a couple of idyllic 
years boating, fishing and shooting in Castlebar; 
climbing the reek once a year, dancing to Stephen 
Garvey's band in the Ballroom of Romance and 
camping out on the island in Lough Lanagh undisturbed 
by the spirits from the vault of the O'Donnel Browns. 
The rats were the enemy there. It is no reflection on the 
mid-West to say that it was different from the way-out 
West. Nor is. it to say that the Midlands was a wet blanket 
or that it was always raining in Mullingar. 

In 1942 the 11th Battery (Cyril Mattimoe's 
'greyhounds') were destined for Mullingar but went to 
Longford instead. They regrouped with the 8th and 5th 
and ding-donged to the Cork area for the Blackwater 
manoeuvres. The 11th marched every step of the way, 
there and back. But sure the '42 manoeuvres is a story all 
to itself. Joe Higgins could fill a book of anecdotes. We 
must persuade him to record them one fine day. A sad 
part was a crop of young officers getting their tickets 
through inexperience. Before we left for Cork I think six 
in Mullin argot their tickets in the one day. 

A notice appeared in Routine Orders inviting 
Temporary Officers to do Cadetships. I did and went 
back to the Cadet School and out of circulation from 
December 1942 to March 1944 when, having gone in as a 
First Lieut., I re-emerged as a Second Lieut. That 
process became riddled with anomalies and 
disenchanting bureaucracy decreed in a reductio ad 
absurdum that redress would be made by compensating 
Temporary Officers on the basis of the length of their 
T.O. service rather than on money lost for the period 
spent at 4/- per day in the Cadet School. This is to lead to 
the point that after the Cadet School, as a member of the 
Artillery School, incorporated into the GHQ inspecting 
staff, I was now on the opposite side of the table to the 
IV FA. 
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I was a very lowly member of the inspecting staff. But 
who wants to hear about socks, the seven different sizes 
of foresight or Terry O'Sullivan using his T.O.E.T. aim 
corrector back to front. In the competitions in the Glen, 
blood was sweated in striving for proficiency and points. 
Mickey Duggan's 20th, with GPO Patsy McGonigal ,won 
the Shield in 1944 1 think. The veteran 8th Battery kept a 
stiff upper lip and didn't begrudge them. No punches 
were pulled in those competitions; Theme song - You'll 
never be a 'Gapting' Sir. 

But Battery Commander is a great appointment and I 
felt honoured when in 1947 1 took over the 8th Battery 
from Johnny Kane. It was a great outfit. There were 
sorties to gentle Multyfarnham and Lough Derg where 
Father Ward ruled with a rod of iron. And always back 
home again to the Fourth F.A. Civilians said that we 
were all married to the Army. In a way they were right. 

The claustrophobia of the Emergency had been 
stifling. There was a sigh of release when the war ended; 
it signalled a rush to get abroad. Voyagers might not 
thank me for chronicling their adventures and 
itineraries. As said at the beginning, this article 
presumes only to give a personal worm's eye glance; a 
glimpse perhaps. Through the good offices of the late 
Lieut. Col. Jack McCarthy, Douglas Gageby and a Mr. 
Hugh Fernie of the British Foreign Office I graduated 
from digging drains with a work party in Bilstun to being 
an accredited (Temporary) Correspondent covering the 
Berlin Airlift where I had the privilege of making 
contact with General Lucius D. Clay, an outstanding 
U.S. Commander. Fellow regimental officers traversed 
Europe and North Africa travelling light. Expenses were 
pooled in the Officers Mess ante-room in Mullingar. 

There was no storage of inventiveness. Fashion Shows  

for the ABF introduced a new date in the calender; 
Mannequin Sunday. Tom Maher did trojan pioneer 
work in producing musicals for the town. An Irish Press 
photographer, dropped in and stayed the night. The 
Fancy Dress Ball in Mullingar made the front page 
photo in the next morning's 'Irish Press! The CO 
regarded the Adjutant (rightly) as a tower of strength, a 
model of rectitude, not given to any wildnessess. He was 
nonplussed however after one letting-hair-down session 
to find him perched as a cross between a gladiator and 
Britannia on the bonnet of a car which was circling the 
square in mock ceremony. And a French au pair caused 
sex starved heart to flutter. There were other flutters 
too; mostly on slow horses like 'Colonel School Boy' and 
'Espirit de France'. But it is time to hark back to the 
fierce professional pride bit. It was not all fun and 
games; not all beer and skittles. Firing practices were 
approached in deadly seriousness. Imagine the chargin 
then when the fitful Quads with their temperamental 
autovacs make nonsense of meticulous movement tables 
as they huffed and puffed around the square trying to 
work up a start. 

The journey was never trouble free and later Maurice 
immortalised the policing of it as he waited patiently for 
the rest of the convoy to close up querying rather 
plaintively every so often; "Ere an auld rumble back 
there", it was hard on the nerves. 

'Mind you I've said nothing'. There's nothing much to 
say really; only auld yarns and folklore. We could have 
danced all night. Or the broken soldier kindly bade to 
stay, shouldered his crutch and talked the night away. 
Take your pick. Which reminds me. 

But as Myles Na gCopaleen used to end; "Here's me 
bus". 

Good Luck whatever. 

PHOTO CAPTION COMPETITION 

This month's competition is based on a photograph with 4th Fd. Regt. associations. Entries must include names of those involved and the occasion involved £15 
is the prize for the first correct entry pulled from a capon July 29th. 
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What the Papers Notice . 0 0 

GO back as far as you can'. That was the Editor's 
instruction as I crowded over his cluttered desk, (not 
wearing after-shave) and he asked me was a limber a 
type of exercise done by gunners before taking post. 
Back I went, and came up with this bit by James 
Stephens. He was reporting on a certain warrior's 
passage throughout Westmeath: 

'Fionn got his first training among women. There is no 
wonder in that, for it is the pup's mother teaches it to 
fight and women know that fighting is a necessary 
art...' 

(My mother, God rest her, always told me to stand up 
for myself. Perhaps that's why the Ed. keeps calling me a 
pup?). 

CANNON 

A local tablet reported the shooting of Godfrey 
O'Donnell by an O'Rourke in 1487 and the 
Multyfarnham Gazette noticed that cannon were used at 
Gerald Fitzgerald's taking of Bairath Castle for Henry 
VII in 1488. 

SIEGE GUNS 

The Kinnegad Clarion saw a field piece belting up the 
road towards Maynooth in March 1535. Gerald 
Fitzmaurice's castle was being used by Silken Thomas as 
a stronghold and William Skefflngton was riding the 
limber as it took Donnelly's corner on one wheel. 

BOMBARDMENT 

The Westmeath Incorporated reported 50 cannon, 8 
Mortars and assorted launchers used to fire 50 tons of 
powder, 600 bombs, 12,000 cannonballs and tons of 
stones in June 1651 when Jodert de Ginkell sped from 
Lough Ennel to attack Athlone. 

VOLUNTEERS AND VALETAS 

In 1782, the Province of Leinster Volunteers were 
reported as having the following equipment: 

9 pounders -2 
6 pounders - 16 
3 pounders - 14 
Howitzers - 6 

The Boyne Volunteer Corps was commanded by Col. 
John Bagwell, Major John Bass and Lt. Charles 
Wilicocks. (Overheard at the grouse-shoot: Colonel: 
Who's firing from behind the copse, Wilicocks? Lieut: 
Ah! That's Bass). 

In that year, Colonel Percival commanded the 
Connaught Rangers; Major William Pollard and 
Captain Nugent led the Fore Infantry Loyalists (and 
wondered why they had so few, I suppose). The Fore 
Cavalry and Finea Rangers had Colonel William Gore in 
command. 

The uniform of the Edgeworthstown Battalion was 
blue, faced with scarlet ("Mostrim them with crimson", 
said their Captain). 

ft H 

W/Comd. Winners Broderick Trophy 1965. (Athletics). Front I to r: Gnr. J. Nugent. Sgt. M. Maher, U. M. Dunne, Lt. Cot. J.P. Kane, U. J. Prendergast, 
BOMS Gus Jones, Pte. P. Sheehan, Back: Gnr. Toni Gunn.COMS McNamee, G. Gnr. McDonnell. Cpl. O'Keeffe, Pte. Keogh, Gnr. N. Clyne, Sgt. A. Hoey, 

Sgt. L. Poynton. Cpl. J. Rardon. 
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Lietti Arthur Armstrong accompanying Mr. Paddy ('nancy TO. Minister for 
Defence who inspected a guard of honour on his visit to Cólumh Barracks. 

Mullingar. on 15th April 1983. 

A Report presented to the Houses of Parliament in 
1863 concerned improvements to sanitary conditions of 
various barracks and hospitals. Some of its remarks were 
about Mullingar: 

'All the rooms are lighted by candles. If gas can be 
obtained from Mullingar it should be laid on to the 
barracks, as the distance is not great, and a gas burner 
ought to be placed in each room and ventilated into 
the outlet shaft. 
All the ser)eants' rooms require silk flap ventilators 
into the chimnies 

The privies are without drainage, and are 
connected with cesspits immediately outside the 
walls, and are in a most offensive and unwholesome 
condition. 
• . . There is a provost establishment, with 19 cells, 14 
of which have only 384 cubic feet of space per 
man ....The air is warmed by an open fireplace. 
which might be advantageously replaced by a small 
Cundy's stove 

(From the Cundy stove in the corner - here we go again!) 
• . . There is a large manure pit belonging to the 
officers' stables close to the hospital. This nuisance 
should be removed forthwith 

'LongfordArtillery Barracks' (My what a comedown 
over the years!) was crying out for one bath. It was 
suggested that the contents of the latrine 'might be 
removed daily in a water cart, as is done in Glasgow'. 
Also: 

Privies to be reconstructed as water latrines on 
Macfarlane's principle, with divisions of seats, half 
doors, light and ventilation . . 

So now we know the reason for Longfordman Padraic 
Colum's pre-occupation with'. . . the peering of things 
across the half-door.'!) 

TIME ON OUR SIDE 

On 3 December 1868 FSG Nugent leased a site for a 
sewage tank to the Ministry for Defence. This was a 
peppercorn (ten million year) lease. . And it still holds 
water - the lease, I mean! 

COL MOORE 

The Army Press Office noted that Colonel Maurice 
Moore of Moore Hall, Co. Mayo commanded I Bn. the 
Connaught Rangers on their return from the Boer War  

to Mullingar. He was brother of author George Moore. 
Later, he resigned his commission and became a founder 
member of the Irish Volunteers (1913) 

HOSPITALITY 

The Gunner, in November 1938 recorded the 
departure of the Royal Artillery from Fort Dunree. 

At Dunree, there was not a field sufficiently level to 
mark a football ground. Except for wireless, the only 
communication with the outside world was a lorry 
which brought rations and mail from Londonderry, 
some thirty miles distant. Dunree was twenty seven 
miles by road from Lenan, and what a road. Far worse 
than any country lane in England. One bright spot was 
the unfailing and generous hospitality of the residents 
around Buncranna 

And they never lost it as Gay Byrne or Neil Blaney will 
tell you. They would still warm your heart up around 
Ballyliffin. Incidentally, a former OC of 4 Fd. Arty. 
Regiment testified that on the departure from 
Templebreedy. thirty pillow slips were thought to be 
deficient. They were made good by the DBO, after a 
hard fight, he said. Some days later the thirty pillow 
cases were discovered in a locker in a billet - so we owe 
the British Army a small amount of linen. 

PUB TALK 

There is a public house in Kilbeggan called 'The 
Volunteer'. It is said to have derived its name from the 
eighteenth century force because of a death on the 
premises. The dead man was a volunteer from the camp 
outside the town - a training camp of its day where the 
Irish Volunteers collected to drill and march. 
Superstition of the day forbad the carrying of a corpse 
down the stairs so the dead soldier was lowered from an 
attic window. The inudent was once incorporated in the 
inn's sign. (Not a Kerry naval officer!). 

The same pub has a more amusing anecdote 
immortalised in a more recent sign. It seems that when 
the dastardly Lord Townsend, an infamous viceroy, 
rested overnight at the inn he insisted on knighting 
Thomas Cuffe, the owner of the hostelry. It was all done 
in a drunken moment so when he came to pay for his bed 
and breakfast next morning, he adopted a generous 
streak and offered Cuffe twenty golden guineas in return 
for ignoring the incident. 

But like many an Irishman before and since, Cuffe 
feared the missus, who had become rather partial to her 
suddenly acquired title status. So he told the Lord that 
he himself wouldn't mind relinquishing' but her 
Ladyship wouldn't hear of it. And so a Westmeath 
vintner may have been a landlord in the strictest sense, 
having given the viceroy the land of his life. 

4th Regt. All Army Tug 0 War Champions 1970 & 71. Back Ito r: Gnr. W. 
Clyne. COMS G. McNamee, Sgt. P. Nea. Sgt, M. Maher. Front  to R; Gnr. 
G. Conroy. Cpl. J. Boyce. COM5 N. Dunne]. Got. Jim Nugent. Cpl. J. Bardon. 
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41h Regt. All army rifle team Champions. 1978. Back Ito r: Sgt, K. Prendergast, 
Gnr. M.. Lee. Gnr P. Gallagher. Cpl. Andy Gavin. Front: Cpl. M. Devaney, 

Capt. P. Keogh. Sgt. L. Byrne. 

FIRST "BLUES" 

Mullingar soldiers were reported as taking part in the 
Mounted Escort, the colourful 'Blue Hussars' at the 
Eucharistic Congress in 1932. 

1943 

As well as noting the formation of 4 Regiment, the 
papers of 1943 noted a May succession as Northern 
Ireland Prime Minister by Sir Basil Brooke. J. M. 
Andrews was outgoing. A June general election for 133 
seats resulted in Fianna Fail gaining 67 seats, Fine Gael, 
32; Labour, 17; Clann na Talmhun, 14; Independents,8. 
1.816,142 were entitled to vote, 74.2% did so. 

Artistic people like Robert Ballagh, Brian Ballard 
and Charles Harper were born while Sarah Purser and 
Jerome Connor died. Jack B. Yeats painted 'This Grand 
Conversation Was Under The Rose'. Flann O'Brien's 
Faustus Kelly was first performed, Joseph Tomelty's 
comedy Right Again Barnum and Poor Errand had their 
premieres. Havelock Nelson wrote his Sonata for Cello 
and Piano. 

On the war front, Allied forces turned the tide of 
battle on all fronts. In January the Red Army continued 
to reduce the pocket in which the German Sixth Army 
was trapped around Stalingrad. But German U-Boat 
operational strength reached its peak. China's puppet 

E 
	in Nanking declared war on the U.S. and 

Britain. The Casablanca strategy conference took place. 
The Guadalcanal campaign ended. Rommel 
commanded the German Army Group in Africa. Two 
attempts to kill Hitler failed. 

Captain Fred Smith of the U.S. Air Force sank a 
Japanese destroyer-mine sweeper. His report read: Saw 
steamer, strafed same, sank same, some sight, signed 
Smith. 

Kursk, sometimes called the greatest land battle in 
history ended in an August defeat for the Germans. The 
only U.S. mainland city bombing of the war took place 
when Boise, Oklahoma was hit - by a single U.S. Air 
Force plane on a training mission. 

(Boise, oh Boise - an own goal) 
Minister for Co-ordination of Defensive Measures, 

Mr Frank Aiken said: 'Though this old and war-battered 
country is still very far from being a Utopia, it is worth 
fighting for. Its survival through this world crisis is well 
worth a few years hard soldiering by every young man 
who intends to live in it'. Some of the young men who did  

soldier are still with us. But they are thin on the ground 
and on the head. 

The Air Corps began receiving some Miles Master 
training aircraft and Hawker Hurricanes followed. The 
Kildare Turf Scheme went into full production with the 
turf camps full of 'Westerners' and under the command 
of ex-Colonel Bill Stapleton (also ex-memberof Michael 
Collins's  quad). 

On St Patrick's Day, Eamon de Valera said: 'As a 
vehicle of three thousand years of our history, the 
language is for us precious beyond measure'. 

Wilfrid Brambell (Of Steptoe and Son fame) worked 
on the Irish Field. Perhaps that's how he acquired that 
old carthorse. A popular song went something like this: 

'She's the girl that makes the thing that drills the hole 
that holds the spring, that drives the rod that turns the 
knob that works the thingumebob that's going to win 
the war' 

There was a boom in illegitimate births (and let no one 
say that's how the Fourth Regiment came about!) 

On 24 February, the papers reported that the 

W leclare had been sunk in the North Atlantic with a loss 
18 lives. No lives were lost when the Irish Oak went 

down on 15 May. On 23 October the gallant little 
Kerlogue was attacked by aircraft in the western 
approaches. Four were reported wounded. 

THE CAROLANS 

In 1968, the Sunday Independent noticed that the 
Carolan family of Ballysax Co. Kildare soldiered in four 
armies, including the Australian forces. A record ISO 
years service was given by four brothers in our army: 
RSM Len, RQMS Tom, Sgt Jimmy, Bandsman Bill and 
Christie. Tom and Jimmy served in the Fourth 
Regiment. 

1983 

The Sunday Tribune said that in the destruction rate 
of ancient monuments over the last 150 years, 
Westmeath scored 23%. Wonder did they include the 
old ruin offered by a farmer to a former OC 4 Regiment 
for a demolition exercise. When the OC offered to 
enquire immediately of the Engineers, the farmer 
requested him to slow down. 

'First of all' he said 'I want to go down to the County 
Council to see will I get a demolition grant for the job. 
Then you can blow it up for me'. 

The Westmeath Examiner and the Midland Topic gave 
the Regiment's anniversary fine coverage - particularly 
the opening celebration in Mullingar's County Hall 
when local artists joined with the Band of the Western 
Command for a Gala Concert. 

The closing text is from The History and Topography 
of Ireland by Giraldus Cambrensis republished by 
Dolmen Press, in 1983. 

'The advantages of the west are to be preferred to 
those of the east. 

What riches has the East then to offer in comparison 
with these? It has, of course, many-coloured silken cloth 
produced by the silk-worm; it had precious metals of 
certain types, sparkling gems and aromatic spices. But 
what are these in comparison with the loss of life and 
health? They are obtained only by enduring constantly 
the enmity of an enemy that one cannot get away from - 
the air that is within, and that surrounds one'. 

(The scene ends as the Ed. casts aside the tube of 
Kilbeggan bog-water he was sniffing, screams that he's 

f
getting out of the rat-race for once and for all and heads 
foracave he purchased recently on the Hill of Uisneach, 
some say for thirty thousand, others say for occasional 
meditations.) 
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APPENDIX I 

Infantry Regiments /Battalions 103rd Foot 	 Aug 1877-Sep 1878. 
15th Foot 	 Oct 1878-Feb 1879. 

Stationed at Mullingar. See Footnote 2 
78th Highlanders Jan-Aug. 1819 20th Foot 	 Oct 1879-May 1880. 63rd Foot Feb-Aug. 1820. 
41st Foot Aug-Oct 1820. see Footnote 2 3rd Foot 
19th Foot 

Nov 1820 - Oct 182 1. 
Nov 1824 - Jul 1822.  2nd Bit KOYLI 	 Aug 1880-Jan 1882. 

29th Foot Jul 1822- Jun 1823. 1st Bit R Northumberland 
93rd Highlanders Jun-Oct 1823. Fusiliers 	 Jan 1882-May 1884. 

2nd Bit Welsh Regt. 	 May 1884-Dec 1885. 
See Footnote 1 1st Bn R Dublin Fusiliers 	Mar 1886-Dec 1887. 

65th Foot Jun-Nov 1825. 
1st Bn R Irish Rifles 	 Dec 1881-Jul 1890. 

See Footnote I See Footnote 2  

17th Foot Oct 1826- Apr 1827. 
2nd Bn E Lancashire Regt. 	Sep 1890-Jan 1893. 
2nd Bn The Loyal Regt. 	Feb 1893-Nov 1895. 36th Foot 

69th Foot 
Apr-Aug 1827. 
Sep 1827-Apr 1828. 

1st Bn KOYLI 	 Nov 1895-Jul 1898. 

75th Highlanders May-Jul 1828. 
1st Bn Ox & Bucks LI 	Aug 1898-Sep 1899, 
1st Bit R Inniskilling Fusiliers 	Sep-Nov 1899. 37th Foot 

21st Foot 
Oct 1828-May 1829, 
Jun 1829-May 1830. 

3rd Bn R Inniskilling Fusiliers 	Dec 1899-Mar 1900. 
67th Foot May-Nov 1930. 

3rd Bn Cameron Highlanders 	Apr 1900-Dec 1900. 
13th Provisional Battalion 	Nov 1901-Jan 1903. 

See Footnote 1 1st Bn Connaught Rangers 	Feb 1903-Max 1907. 
4th Bit Royal Fusiliers 	Mar 1907-Sep 1909. 

59th Foot Dec 1831-Jul 1832, 2nd Bn Manchester Regt. 	Sep 1909-Sep 1911- 
91st Highlanders Jul 1832-Jun 1833. 2nd Bn Highland LI 	 Oct 1911-Sep 1913,  
64th Foot Jun-Aug 1833. 1st Bit Bedfordshire Regt. 	Sep 1913-Aug 1914. 
47th Foot Aug 1833-Apr 1834. 10th & 11th (Service) Bns 
60th Rifles May-Sep 1834.  Regt. 	Sep 1914-Mar 1915. 
4th Foot Oct 1834-Apr 1835 5th (Reserve) Bn R Leicester 

82nd Foot Apr 1835-Mar 1836. Regt. 	 Jun 1915-Apr 1916. 
77th Foot Mar-Jul 1836. Reserve) Bit R Dublin 4th ( 

Fusiliers 	 Apr 1916-Oct 1917. 
See Footnote 1 3rd (Reserve) Bn R Scots 	Nov 1917-Feb 1919. 

69th Foot 
3rd (Reserve) Bn F Yorks Regt. Mar 1919-Sep 1919. 

65th Foot 
May-Oct 1843. 1st Bn E Yorks Regt. 	Sep 1919-Jan 1922. 
Oct 1843-Oct 1844. 

54th Foot Oct 1844-Sep 1845. 
6th Foot Sep 1845-Mar 1846. NEV REGIME 41st Foot Mar 1846-Oct 1847. 
68th Foot 
35th Foot 

Oct 1847-Sep 1848. Following the reorganisation after the publication of 
48th Foot 

Sep 1848-Apr 1850. G.R.O. 16/23 dated 24/1/23, Mullingar became the 
62nd Foot 

May-Jun 1850 
Jun 1850-Apr 1851 HQ of the 45 Infantry Battalion, Dublin Command, 

71st Foot Apr-Jul 1851. with effect from 1 February, 1923. The first CO. was 
Comdt. Lionel Booth who was appointed on 24 Feb., 

See Footnote 1 1923. By the 1st June, there were 298 all ranks stationed 
10th Foot Jan 1858-Apr 1859. in the Barracks. The Battalion also had 103 personnel in 

Edenderry and 54 in Oldcastle. 
See Footnote 1 45 	Inf. 	Bn. 	was 	disbanded 	following 	the 

14th Foot Oct 1859-Apr 1860, 
reorganisation in 1924 and Mullingar was taken over by 
5 Int. Bn. (which had been based in Athlone) which was See Footnote 1 now in No. 6 Brigade. Eastern Command. 5 Bn. took 

49th Foot Apr-Aug 1865. over on 29 March,, 1924. Comdt. James O'Reilly was the 
C. 0. See Footnote 1 On 26 Aug., 1924, the 17 Inf. Bn. took over the 

28th Foot Dec 1866-Aug 1867. Barracks from 5 Inf. Bn. which was transfered to the 
2nd Foot (2 Companies only) 	Sep-Nov 1867. Curragh. Comdt. F. Friel became branch commander 
89th Foot (2 Companies only) 	Dec 1867-Jun 1868. until 1927. 
4th Foot (2 Companies only) 	Jul-Nov 1868. On 11 March. 1927, the Barracks was transferred to 2 17th Foot Dec 1868-Apr 1869. Brigade, Western Command; the 17 Bn. was evacuated 

See Footnote 2 and A company, 4 Inf. Bn. from Athlone took up 
54th Foot Oct-Dec 1869. garrison duties on the same date. Comdt. Liam Gaffney 
40th Foot Dec 1.869-Feb 1871. was O.C. from March to August of that year, 
97th Foot Feb 1871-May 1872. On 12 August, 1927.12 Inf. Bn. (with HO at Athlone) 

took over garrison duties from 4 Inf. Bn. which was 
See Footnote 2 transferred to Dublin. 

The Barracks was evacuated finally on 1 Dec., 1928 
23rd Foot Sep 1872-Jun 1873. when the unit from the 12 Bn. was withdrawn to 
94th Foot Jul 1873-May 1874. Ath lone. It's C. 0. up to July, 1928 was Capt. E. Goggin, 

who apparently was transferred from that appointment 
See Footnote 2 then but is not listed for any other appointment up to his 

100th Foot Sep 1874-Jul 1875. retirement on 9 March. 1929, so he may have stayed 
3rd Foot Aug 1875-Oct 1876. there until the withdrawal to Athlone. (Capt. Goggin 
1st Foot Oct 1876-May 1877. remained on the Reserve and served again during the 

See Footnote 2 'Emergency'). 
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After it's re-opening in 1939, the barracks was 
commanded by:- 

Col. J.D. McGrath, 2 Bn, 1939-40. 
Capt. D.J. Cody, 4 Arty Bn, 1940. 
Comdt. F.A. Ahern, 20 Rifle Bn. 1940-41. 
Comdt. S. O'Connor, 20 Rifle Bn. 1941.  

Comdt. T. Marrinan, 20 Inf Bn. 1941-42, 
Major T. Cullen, 6 (Dublin) Bn. 1942-46. 

After 1946 the Officers Commanding 4 Regiment, as 
detailed elsewhere in this issue, also commanded 
Columb Bks. 

Footnote 1 
During the periods noted, the Barracks at Mullingar were occupied by the Depot Companies of infantry regiments 
serving overseas. Prior to 1873, regiments of Foot had no fixed regimental depots; they moved from place to place 
in the United Kingdom recruiting and training drafts to replace time-expired, sick or deceased soldiers for their 

regiments abroad. 

Footnote 2 

The short breaks in occupancy noted are during the summer months when regiments were gathered for the 
annual Training Season at The Curragh. Sometimes the regiments returned to Mullingar, sometimes they were 
posted to new stations. 

.4PENDIX 2 

Various Office Holders of the 4th F. A. Regt. 

Officers Commanding 4 Fl) Arty. Regt. 

1943-1946 	Comdt. J. S. Nolan, 	1958-1959 Lt. Cal. J. P. Kelly. 	1978-1980 Lt. Col. A. N. Donnelly. 
1946-1947 	Comdt. W. Rea. 	1959-1963 Lt. Col. M. Harringion, 	1980-1981 Lt, Col. T. Ryan. 
1947-1953 	Li. Cot. D. J. Cody. 	1963-1972 
19534955 	Li. Cal. M. P.. McCarthy. 	1972-1975 

U. Cal. J. P. Kane. 	1981-1982 
Lt, Cal. T. V. Furlong. 	1982- 

Lt. Cal. M. McMahon. 
- 	Lt. Cot. P. J. O'Farrell. 

1955-1958 	Li. Col. J. Dolan 	1975-1978 Lt. Col. M. O'Donnell. 

2 I/Cs. 15 Fd. Bty; 
Comdt. J. H. Byrne. Comdt. J. P. Kane, Capt. J. E. McDonnell. Comdr. M. J. O'Boyle. 
Comdt. C. Mattirnoe. Comdt. M. O'Donnell. Lt. T. C. Maher. Comdt. C. Crowley. 
Comdt. M. McCarthy. Comdt. P. J. O'Farrell. Capt. C. O'Sullivan, Capt. J. Boylan. 
Comdt. M. Sugrue. Comdt. D. G. Johnston. Capt. T. C. Brick, Capt. S. Flynn. 

Comdt. E. Breslin. Capt. M. J. O'Donnell. Comdt. D. O'Riordan. 
Capt. T. O'Boyle. 

Adjutants. 
Capt. T. Bannahan. Capt. P. J. O'Farrell. 20 Fd. Sty. 
Capt. T. Maher. Capt. W. Dwyer. Capt. M. Duggan. Comdt. F. Loane, 
Capt. J. Cambell, 
Capt. M. Greaney. 
Capt. M. O'Donnell. 

Capt. J. Brady. 
Capt. P. Pakenham. 
Capt. J. Hamill.  

Disbanded 1946 
Re-Established 1959 

Comdt. D. McCormack. 
Comdt. D. Byrne. 

Lt. J. Malone. 
Capt. T. Banahan. 
Capt. T. Maher. 

Capt. K. Dotty.  

4 A/TK Bty. 
Capt. M. O'Donnell. 
Capt. P. Kavanagh, 
Capt. M. Fitzsimons. 

Capt. M. Molloy. 

Lt. M. Jones. 
Lt. J. O'Grady. 
Capt. P. Brannigan. 
Capt. P. J. Keavanagh. 
Capt. C. Creedon. 
Capt. J. J. O'Carroll. 

Quartermasters. 
Capt, A. N. Donnelly. 

Capt. T. Boyle. 
Capt. J. G. Prendergast. 
Capt. L. O'Coinne. 
Capt. D. G. Johnston, 
Capt. P. Pakenham. 

Regt. Sgls. Major. 

RSM J. Downey. 	 RSM J. Sinnott. 
RSM P. Egan. 	 RSM P. Brennan. 
RSM D. Scott. 	 RSM M. Maher, 

Capt. L. Murphy.  

Regt. QM/Sgts. 
Bty. Comdrs. 8 Fd, Bty. RQMS J. Dower. RQMS T. Carolan, 

Capt. R. Carew. Comdt. T. Banahan. RQMS J. Fitzpatrick. RQMS W. Dunne. 
Capt. J. P. Kane. Comdt. M. O'Donnell. RQMS P. O'Callaghan. 
Capt. 3. P. Duggan. Comdt. A. N. Donnelly. 
Capt. J. Campbell. Comdt, M. P. Dunne, 

Sty. SgIs. Capt. J. Higgins 	 Comdt, D. G. Johnston. 
Comdt, P. Keogh. 
Comdt. E. Breslin. Bty. Sgt. J. McCann. Bty. Sgt. M. Goode. 

Bty. Sgt. T. Fogarty. 
Bty. Sgt. J. Hughes. 
Sty. Sgt. J. Sinnott. 

Bty Sgt. M. Goley. 
Sty. Sgt. W. O'Brien. 
Sty. Sgt. A. Craig. 22 Fd. Sty. 

(1943-1945 Capt. J. Griffin) 1st. 4 Regt: 

1979 	Comdt. R. Twomey. 

Bty. Sgt. J. Carroll. 
Bty. Sgt. A. Byrne. 
Sty. Sgt, M. Reilly. 

Bty. Sgt. L. Poynton. 
Sty Sgt. M. Maher, 



Bty./QM Sgts. 

Bty. QMS J. O'Flanagan. 
Bty. OMS P. Donahue. 
Bty- OMS F. Murray. 
Bty OMS M. O'Mallev. 
Bty QMS J. Martin. 
Bty OMS J. Gibbons. 
Bty. OMS J. Quirke. 
BEy. QMS J. O'Grady, 
Bty. QMS J. Lacey. 
Bty. OMS M. Kelly. 
Bty OMS J. Fitzpatrick. 

Bty. .QMS M. Minogue. 
Bty QMS F. A. Jones. 
Bty. QMS D. Crone. 

Bty. QMS P. O'Callaghan. 
Bty. OMS P. Brennan. 
Bty OMS 0. McGurran, 
Bty OMS M. Lacey. 
Bty. OMS C. Lynch. 
Bty QMS P. Lynch. 
Bty. OMS J. Daly, 

Ord. Room Sgts. 

Sgt. Charles Brophy 	Sgt. (U.) Cyril McCarthy 
Sgt. Kevin Watters, 	 Sgt. Robert McConville. 
Sgt. Thomas Duffv. 	Sgt. James Harney- 
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Personnel of Cohimb Bks. who Died in Service. 

Pte. J. Rehill. 4FA Regt. 2/54. 
Cpl. L. O'Sullivan. 4FA S & T. 6/54. 
Cpl. J. Farrell. 4 FD Regt. 2/57. 
Gnr. P. Rowe. 4 FD Regt. 3/63, 
Pte. G. Mackey. 4 PD Regt, 6/63. 
Pte. A. Foran. 4FDS&T. 1/65. 
Pte. M. O'Brien. 4 FD S & T. 12/66. 
Cpl. J. McAnaney. 4 FD S & T. 3/67, 
Lt. M. Curry, 4 ED S & T. 12/68. 
Sgt. J. Banville. 4 Garr M.P.C. 12/68. 
Sgt. J. Reid. 4 FA Regt, 8/'+V 
Gnr. M. Clinton. 4 PA Regt, 2/73. 
RQMS P. O'Callaghan. 4 FA Regt. 3/74, 
Gnr. M. O'Brien. 4 FA Regt. 3/74. 
Sgt. 0. Scally. 4 PA Regt. 8/74. 
Our. M. Doyle, 4 FA Regt. 8/74. 
Gnr. T. Ryan. 4 FA Regt. 12/74. 
Gnr. J. Bardon. 4 FA Regt. 3/80. 
Cpl. J. Flanagan. 4 FA Regt. 7/80. 
Gnr. J. F. Crichton. 4 FA Regt. 12/80. 

SNIPPETS 

EMPTY GUNS 

Air: tannenbaum 

Every artillery unit has its own version of the song. 
All of them have the requirement to pronounce 
the word 'Captain' like a nasal ndeadh singer, 
something like 'Gapteinge'. Here's how it goes 
when sung by minstrels of the Fourth Regiment: 

You mixed up Coen with the White Stone. 
You'll never he a Captain. Sir! 
You swore so when. 	the Sheep Pest. 
You'll never he a Captain. Sir! 
Your opening round, hit Knapahoun 
Your second shot was not so hot. 
So 'Empty Guns. Prepare to move'. 
You'll never he a Captain. Sir. 

And evrv time, you were off for line. 
You'll never he a Captain. Sir! 
Your time of flight. was quite a sight (Variable!) 
You'll never he a Captain. Sir! 
Your opening round was on the ground. 
Before the time, the School laid down. 
So 'Empty Guns. Prepare to move'. 
You'll never be a Captain. Sir. 

'Your range was short', - 1,Gs retort 
You'll never he a Captain. Sir! 
You made a (optional) of Fire for Effect. 
You'll never he a Captain. Sir 
You should have fired on Stony Ridge. 
And not he blasting Seskin Bridge. 
So 'EmptY Guns. Prepare to move'. 
You'll never be a Captain. Sir. 

Th' Octagonal Field, will never yield. 
You'll never he a Captain. Sir! 
You killed a fawn, on Crissadaurt. 
You'll never be a Captain, Sir: 
So take your battery from the Glen 
And do not come hack here again. 
Just 'Empty Guns. Prepare to Move' 
You'll never be a Captain. Sir. 

MacEoin's 
Cell 

When Sean MacEoin, the legendary 'Blacksmith of 
Ballinalee', was arrested by Crown Forces in the 
town of Mullingar in March 1921, he was brought 
to the military barracks in a critical condition. 

The train upon which he had been travelling was 
to have been halted at Hill-o'-Down by the 
local IRA battalion in order to allow his return to 
Longford. When this did not materialise, MacEoin 
was arrested as the train reached Mullingar railway 
station. 

He made an escape bid as he reached the Green 
Bridge, under heavy escort. And he almost made it 
too - only a chance meeting with a routine RIC 
patrol foiled his attempt. Shot down and badly 
wounded, he was lodged first in the RIC barracks 
and later in the military barracks, Some prisoners of 
the time have said he was detained in 'S' Block but 
most commentators, including the General himself, 
point to the cell in the guardroom as his place of 
detention. This cell is suitably marked to indicate its 
place in the nation's history. 



Congrats to the 4th Arty Regt 

from 

"Healy's Snooker Club" 

Dominick St., 
Mullingar. 

Phone 044-8410 

Paddy & May Gallagher, 

39 Oliver Plunkett St., 

Lounge & Bar Snacks - Snooker 

Credit 
Finance 

Bank Ltd,. 
Specialists in Personal Loans, 

Motor Finance, Industrial Finance, 
1-lire Purchase, Equipment Leasing. 

4 Dominick Street, 
Mullingar. 

Phone 044 8871-8815 John Kenny. 

Congrats to 4th Regt. 
	 Congrats 4 F.A. Regt, 

Hugh Danials, 
Gents & Boys Shop, 

Pearse St., Mullingar 

Best wishes to the 4th Field 
Art. Regt. 

Phone: 044/8/84 	'Green Inn", Mullingar 

tT 
FLYNNS 
Lounge Bar 

Tea-Coffee & Snacks. 

Contrats to 4th Field Art. Regt. 

Bloomfield 
House Hotel 

Mullingar, 
Co. Westmeath. 

mill 	
I g i •  

LiU 

Grade A 3 Star 
Set in beautiful lakeshore position 

Excellent Cuisine & Cellar 
Luxurious Lounges 
Ample Car Parking 

Specialists in Weddings, Conventions, 
Birthday Parties, or any 

special occasion days 

Phone(044)80894 



The Greville 
Arms Hotel 

Mullingar 

New 
James Joyce 
Restaurant 

in the old style 

En pus a dcl icicni Meal in the the intimate 

atmosphere ofour candlelight 

rest at ran 

Wide ranging A I a Carte Menu from 

Omelette at E1.95 to Supreme Dc 

Voltille Jane Hoop at 

Also High Tea Menu 

Lunch served from 1230 to 230 pin. 
Also special Executive Lunch Menu, 

Ulysses Room fr Small Private Parties 

Reservations - P/tone 15O.? 

Whelans 

Fuel Merchants, 

Grove Street, Mullingar. 
Phone 044 8324 

Suppliers of Fuel to Army 
since 1942. 

Coal, Anthracite, 
Briquettes, Turf 

and Ergas. 

Congrats to the 4th Regt. 

from 

Douwe Egberts 
Ltd. 

Dublin Road, Mullingar 

Stonefacings  
Ltd., 

Lynn Road, Mullingar. 
Co. Westmeatb. 

Phone 044/80202/3 

Manufacturers of Marble 
Fireplaces and Connemara 

Marble Trophies 
Suppliers to Army 

Happy 40th - 4th Regt. 

Con-rats to 4th Regt. 
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