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The 5th Field Artillery Regiment (F.C.A,) was formed in 1%59,

getting the nucleus of its personnel from the 50th Infantry Battalion
(F.C.A.). Its members quickly adapted to their changed role and in

a short period became competent in the use, for them, of new weapons
tactics and techniques, The test of a Battery or a kegiment is

ite capability to put down Artillery fire where and when it is needed.
The 5th kegiment has professionally demonstrated during Artillery
exercises and firing practices in Glen of Imeal that it can meet

this regquirement. It can be very proud of the high standard which
it has achieved in what is a short period in the history of a unit.
This standard could not have been attained and maintained but for

the enthusiasm and dedication shown by all members of the Regiment,
becth P.D.¥. and ¥.C.A., over the years.

T thank the regiment for its contribution to the Artillery Corps.
since its formation, 1 congratulate it on its Zist anniverssry and
I wish it well in the future.

m————— e L UGLONZL
{T.¥. Mclunphy)
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LYDONHOUSE BAKERY
GALWAY

"/ Producers of the highest quality
{/ bread and confectionery and a
" wide range of crusty fancy bread
Producits are available “daily

fresh " from LydonHouse "2

Bake Shops and

A
_loodstores

& Eh;nughoul the
wesl,

produced by Tea Time Express in o variety
") of flavours and finishes. Available af
D Tea Time Express, Dawson Street and
_ Dunlaoghaire, and LydonHouse Bake
Shops, Galway.

GROUP OF COMPANIES

HEAD OFFICE
MAYORALTY HOUSE
FLOOD STREET

: GALway

RESTAURANTS AND BARS TEL(091) 212861 21711
A warm welcome awaits you at all LydonHouse FROZEN FOODS
Restaurants where you are assured of good lood B vebiie: pan ;of Eink
and drink , pleasent atmosphere, courteous service quality froxegn !oodsgnre
and value for money. Visit any LydonHouse - in Galway exported from LydonHo
LydonHouse Restourant, Cellar Bar & Lounge, Cellar Food Processing pl:ni i =
Grill, Galleon Grill, Salthill, Tea Garden, Shopping :
Centre, Paddy Burkes, Clarinbridge and the Galleon 'hppem(dy i.o Gerrlnuny, Whigre i
Sl B Bk Wremoke rafe second highesf in the markel,

Belgium, Holland and UK

We provide a complete meal
ol qualily food which is

convenien! for the individual™

consumer and the small or

large calering organizations.

3 LYDONHOUSE CATERING SERVICE
Planning a small party, a wedding or conference of
any size ? LydonHouse Calering Division offers a wide range
of catering services for all funciions large or small .

Full details may be oblained on requesl from Head Office.




An  Introdaclion,
&y the
R/.gbmrﬂab C.0O.

The 5th Field Artillery Regiment will be of age in October, 1980.
Twenty-one years have passed since that fateful day when,

Col. J.P. Kane, and his regular training cadre arrived in

Dun Ui Mhaoiliosa from Mullingar, to form the Unit. One of
Whom still proudly serves on today, Regimental Guarter Master
Sergeant Bobby Gander. The 50th Bn. Galway, the Gort Bn.

and the Tuam Bn. were to be the nucleus of the 4th Fd. Arty.

Bty, the 7th Hy. Mor. Bty and the 13th Hy. Mor Bty

respectively.

Much sweat, tears and not a little laughter went into this task
by all concerned. The success of which is easily gauged when
one considers, the achievements of the Regiment to-date and its
current level of performance. Nowadays its not uncommon for the
Unit to amnually supply three or four Guards of Honour, compete
successfully in small arms competitions, conduct artillery
deployment exercised and firing practices, individually by Btys,
and collectively as a Regt. These are carried out on Annual

Camp in the Glen of Imaal, when the Camp is occupied and
administered by the Unit from its own resources. To achieve
this standard requires a high level of training from all

Ranks, P.D.¥. and F.C.A. alike. Ihe co-operation and

enthusiasm shown by everyone makes anything possible, and
highlights the value of teamwork. This results from the efforts
of those associated with the Unit throughout the years, for which
we are very grateful.

It is on this past work that we build the present and prepare
for the future, remembering we are only as good as our next
performance.,

Finally a special Thank you to 2/Lt., Bamonn Brennan, for
undertaking the unenviable task of editing and vroducing the

21st Anniversary lMagazine. May the next 21 years be as happy
and productive for all, as those just passed.

|
&

JOEN HALL TOMDT.




The Idlagration ox. the Bixth of The
5L Fidd ARslille R_gﬂ iment | ‘1\35
Colonel  John . Kane .

(51 CO. of e Unit)

Integration was a word bandied akcut ezrly in 1959. I could be
forgiven for thinking thst it could not happen to me. It -a3da
It was like this: I was happy enough even with the stern living of
the fifties ie. economically speaking. There was little happening
in the military firmament. Suez was over and Premier Sir Anthony
Xden of Zngland was struggling with nls disgrace bravely being chored
up by the die-hard true blue Tories. There was a so called and easily
forgettable Border " campaign" intermittently going on just to the
north of where we were then stationed, Mullingar's 3 Field Artillery
regiment. I rejoiced in the rank of Commandant and the title of
Second in Command to that stern and stirling Officer Commanding, Col.
Mark Harrington. There was internmert in the Curragh but it did not
impinge on such as me at all,

But perhaps I disgress and I must start to tind and found 5 Field
artillery Kegiment around the shores of Galway 3Bay. Genersl Patrick .
Wulcahy was our Chief of Staff ( he wes to retire before Integration
took place) and he presided at a Conference at lilitary Ccllege
Curragh Camp where he outlined proposals for bringing ¥CA Batteries,
Squadrors and Battalions into the 01d Brigadee and indeed new Brigades
That's what Integration was about basically. we all thOU5ht that
this was going to be a great boon not alone orgsnisation wise ( and

it was to an extent) but we also persusded ourselves that in Kank
opportunity it would bring promotions galore for Offrs. and NCOs.

HNot so. Civil Servants and others whose minds are bent towards
skinflintingly preventing an odd few bob going the Army's way, as
always, had the final word. That seemed t0 us to be: "Do what ye
like with re-orgsnisation of the Defence Forces but don't have any
increase in ranks and there will ve no extra funds." It reminded us
then of the saying: "If we had eggs we could have rashers and s;gs

if we had rashers".

There must have been something wrong with me then - I felt that tnsre
was always something wrong with me militarly - as I was'oromoted”to
Command of the new % iield aArtillery =egiment «ith d.4w. in sun Ui
Mhaolllosa, Galway with the rank still of Commandant., One hed to mov
a growing family, find a house, anoolp, eto. with no disturbsnce
allowancv. Chsnged & bit since. -

Those were the hardsnip days. £8old €8s the nsme it wenft
by. It was likewise with tns e ventured west of
the Shannon with me on that ro30+h Cctober,

1959. :
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that was about to take place, the wonders and mysteries of artillery,
what a fine Corps it was and a new and Better FCA life with the Gunners.
Things like more equipment, more instructors and a new Esprit de Corps
were to be the order of the day. I had a couple of hundred copies

of this manifesto vublished and duly distributed. Great stirring
gsther-round-the-new-tFlag-stuff. It did not turn out that way tho'.
On paper it was super. My pen had flowed freely but there was a flaw,
of course , of which I wss not even then so naive as to under rate.
How could I wean thege Infantry bods of differing Infantry Battalions,
and worse still, seperate F.C.A. areas with totslly differing
loyaltles and even liguistic back grounds to a new organisation and a
new arm of the fervice 9 Difficult? You can say that again!

after i yeers hard slogging I felt that North Galway (Tuam He) 13 Bty
and South Galway (Gort Hyg) 7 Bty were induced to accept fairly
freely, finally the new concept. It was different with 4 Bty, H«.
Galway City. Their tradition they felt was unbreakable and they
could but grudgingly be seduced. They wanted to wesr their old
badges, Flashes, etc. of old 50 BN (FCa). I must have hgd great
forebearance and tact, mind you. I had to admire them even when
the late Comdt. Sean Cullinazres.E. Bty Comdr. (and formerly 50 Bn
Commander) was &t nis most exasperating. He was annoying,
frustrating, generous, enjoyable and originsal. He was grezat and
we loved him, we admired him for his stuborn adhnerance to a
glorious past and especislly a past strewn with Command and all
Army fifle trophies and other splendours.

The other 3Battery Commsnders were egually admirables but in different
WaYSe #here would one get a sounder man than Comdt. Tom Higgins of
7 Bty. Tuam and Forth Calway ? Zasy but sound company at conference
table or convivial table. Intelligent, just, compassionats, even
tempered, never rufiled nor rufileable. Thank you, Tom. You

made my lead lighter.

Comdt. Martin Dolan K.%. of Cort's 7 Bty. what a character ' what
a talker ! Buch a story-teller. One couldn't keeo to sny agenda

with him at a conferernce. He'd drag us packx to 1940 when there was
a row at Peterswell or was it Castledaly ag if it had acute

relevance to the 1960s. Sure, maybe it had. If he felt in the mood
he'd conjure an ambush in 1921 =lso.

Wartin'e first snoot in the Glen was his best. It was a miracle
also. He carefully worked out co-ordinates and OT angle and radioed
back to the 120 mm mortars. a mile - or was it € miles ¢ - away behind
the hills and at "FIky' up came 28 1bs of a direct High Txplosive
Target round. e wag bewildered. S0 were we. He demolished the
bush in the centre of the small area target with the first shot.
"Fire Topr sfiect" 4id the rest. He was rightly chuffed. There was
nothing to it.

4 little snecdote I csn't let pass. Some montns ago I was dining
with a party conzisting ol a Galwsy couple, Professor and Mrs. Burke,
a iew midlancders and some U.3. friends at San Antonio, Texas = the
Hilton of course. "and where are you from Mrs., Burke," I said. "Its
Co. Galway and you wouldn't know the small place, very unimportant",
"Pell me pleasze", I esid. "I know the county well." "You'd hardly
know it - its & little place in South Galwsy called ardrahan". I said
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Comdl . Maxtin Dolan . =etd . ‘

The proudest memory of my life is that of my &associstion with the

Volunteer Yorce of South Galway in its various aspects from 1940 to

1947.

It all began in June 1940 with the tformation of the Local Defence
Force and at its formative meeting I was elected leader of the
Peterswell-Castledaly - Kilchreast Company. In Aauguast 1940 the
country was divided into districts and I was elected District Leader
of the Cort Battskion FP.C.A., I was then twenty-nine years of age,

The district comprised ten parishes - Gort, Shanaglish, Tubber,
Kilbeacanty, Peterswell, Ardrahan, Kinvsra, Ballindereen, Clarinbridge,
Kilchreast and Crsughwell. These parishes all had sub-divisions

as in the case of Hinvara which was Xnown officially to us as Kinvara-
Dooras.

The district corresponded with the Diocese of Kiimacduagh and the
more ancient kin, dom of 4Aidhne, It was also the area comprised by
the Gort Garda District and the late Supt. William O'Halloran who did
trojan work while the area was under his control.

Early in 1941 the L.D.¥. ceme under army Control and the Cort
battalion became part of the zast Galway area with Comdt. Tim
Considine, the Gort Postmasterm who wsas recalled to the Colours in 1939
as Area Officer. He is still remembered with esteem and affection

and resides near the Curragh Camp.

#lthough small in area it is ofticially on record that vercentage

¥ise the Lort district contributed the largest number of men to ths
F.O0.4, It was remarkable, too, for the e¢nthusiasm of its members

and in the esrly days of 1941 over 600 members from a roll call of

637 cycled to Galwasy to take part in the great'parade of the Volunteer
Forces of #est Galway area,

#hen the flags were presented to the District, and its various
companies in 1943, a parade of 997 officers and men out of a complement

of 1003, marched through the town to the strains of the Battalion
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Pipers Band trained by BardNMaster Zddie Treston. The salute was taken
by the late Col. Felix McCorley, 0.C. western Command who also

presented the colours to the various units.

In 1946 the L.D.F. was disbanded and its place was taken by the
Forse Cosanta Aiticula (¥.C.A.) and many of the familiar faces
disappeared frow our ranks., +hey left behind them, however, a
tradition of patriotism and comradeship that has animated the volunteer

forces of this district ever since.

The Gort Battalion ¥.C.A., to give it its new title, once again became
part of the Viest Galway Areas with myself as Battalion C.C. and Lb.
Paddy Fahy as Znd in command. Our Ares COfficer was Comdt. Sean O'
Connor whose tragic death in December 1956 is still remembered with
sorrow by all who had the honour to serve under bhim. He was succeeded
by Comdt. Pat uinlan whose heroic stand at Jadoville in the Congo
peace operations until overwhelmed by vastly superior forces brought
honour tc Irish arms.

Two notsble reguisiticns to the Battalion during this period was John
Murray of Gort, and Toddie Byrne of Kinvara who ravpidly attained the
rank of Lieutenant and who now guide the fortunes of the unit with -
zeal and ability.

For the thirteen years of its exlistence the Gort Battalion held the
honoured place in the Western Commzand. In shooting competitions and
in Platoon competitions it was never out of the first seven places -
and one our our proudest mements came when in the Commznd Shooting

Competition our team was beaten out oif first place by a single point.

In 1959 the High Command decided to integrate the F.C.s. with the
Reguler Army and the County Galway Units became pért of the Fifth
Brigade under Col. Paddy Kerins, a fine soldier and comrade.  The

50th Battalion(Galway), the Tuam Battalion, and the Gort Battalion were
amalgamated as the Fifth Field artillery Hegiment - the 50th Batti.
becoming the Lth Battery(25 pounder), the Tuam and Gort Batt. becoming
the 13th and 7th, heavy mortar batteries respectively.  Our
kegimental Commsnder was that very fine soldier, Yomdt. Johnny Kane, who

very soon crested a wonderful spirit of comeraderie smong the three

[oF

units. Our training officer was that most energetic an
young Lieutenant Liam O'Colmme, our Bsttery Instructor wes Sgt. Tom
¥uldoon, & first class instructer, and the inimitsble 3...KM.B. Fred

agrecable

o

Smytk did the office work,store keeping,and sll the tasxs thset keep

a unit in good heart,
...... iy



The changeover from infantry to artillery was peinful in some respects.
Many of our most able N.C.0's and three star privates felt thst learning
the mysteries of artillery would be beyond them, and that they, hither

to looked up to by their comrades, would "lcse face". For some six
months I spent my nights calling on those men who more or less said

that they wished to resign and succeeded in getting many of them to

stay on. I also spent a great deal of time seeking out likely

recruits and was successful in replacing much of our losses in numbers.

Incidentally all Battery Commenders had been promoted to the rank of
Commandant and the 2 i.c.'s to the rank of Captain. John Murray and
Toddie Byrne, although not yet commissioned, acted unofficially as
Officers and instructors and did excellent work in putting the battery
on. its feet.

It was an exciting period for all of us. Once again we felt we were
making history and added to that was the fact that we belonged to an
elite corp. the artillery. wWe all walked tall.

All too soon, however, we lost much of our swagger as the time for
annual training loomed up, and we were informed that we would be posted
to the Glen of Imaal where we would fire our beloved mortars for the
first time. Surely we felt, the Army must be mad to expect ug to fire
at - and hit- targets after a scant eight months of artillery training,

Eventually the Regiment arrived at Coolmooney House and Camp in the Glen
of Imasl, and were made hesrtily welcome by the late Col. Dalton, Col.
Mattimoe, Capts. Kavanagh and xyan, and the Late Lr. O'Connor. e had
often heard of the "Spirit of the Glen" and here we found a spirit of
friendship and comradeship that enveloped us like a closzk. The three
Battery Commandere, the Late Comdt. Sesn Cullinane, of the Lth, Comdt.
Tom diggins of the 13th, and myself were old comrades and friends while
the genielity of Comdt. Kane soocn bonded the young officers together,
and it was a joy to us older men to see how they mingled together in
work and sport.

Impromptu corncerts and sing-songs made the evenings enjoyable, and our
days were Tilled with work, hard work which was rewarded with such
excellent snoobing that officers and men of all three batteries, from the
most senior officer to the mcst junior private felt like veterans of a
crack regiment,

The training camp at Clen Imaal in 1961 was notable for one event. The
Swiss Government had heard with interest of our army's experiments in
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integration, andéd was anxious to see the results as its own army cocnsists
of a smzll numper of regular troops and a large volunteer force. 48

Wwe set up our guns in the early morning we were suddenly visited by some
members of our General Staff together with the Swiss Charge 4'Affasire,
himself a Colonel of artillery, and & staff of Swiss military officers.
We found that we were to take orders from these later.

All through a long and arducus day the three batteries fired at targets
selected by the observers and those of us who tock part still look back
with pride on the accuracy displayed and on the praise lavished on us

that evening.

The years passed, and with the promotion of our popular Comdt. Kans to
the renk of Lt. Col. we were sent a new Regimental 0.C. in the person
of the late genial and efficient “omdt. Mickey Fitzsimons whose early
death in 1978 saddened all who had the honour to know him. May God

rest his gentle soul,

In 1966 I tresnsferred to Dublin and was succeeded as Sattery Commander

by the late Comdt. Paddy Fahy, like myself a schoolteacher. He had been
an officer of the Gort units since the days of the 194C, and had given an
example of zeal, comradeship, and loyalty which inspired all who were

privilaged to serve with him. God grant him eternzl rest.

The present Battery Commander is Comdt. John Murrsy with Capt. oddie
Byrne se ¢ i.c. Any battery would be privileged to have two such officers.
The sresent 0.C. of the 5th Arty. Regiment is Comét. J. Hsll and he has
struck up a very haopy relationship with all the officers of the three
betteries. The 7th Battery has two fine young officers in Lieut.

Dermot O'Connor and Maurice Cotter and the officers K.C,0.'s and men

have reesched a very high standard of efficiency.

During annual training last “ugust in Clen Imasl the Bsttery won the
"Mick wuinn Perpetusl Trophy" and also the coveted title of "Premier
Battery.

I will close the history of the South Galway district voluntser force in
its various manifestations as ¥.D.F., r.C.a., and Field Battery during t
pasl forty yeesrs with the wish thst the members will continue to maintail
in the Tuture the qualities of loyalty, diligence, and effieiency which
has made the unit so respected in our Irish ~rmy. Lod Bless them all,
and thelr patriotic work.
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The 4% Fidd Balteny 1959 ~ 1980,
A Personal Journal b

Capt. Readhe O’ Taathl ECA.

This year the Fifth field Artillery Regiment comes of age in its
twenty first year of existence. The Fourth Battery with its H.w.

in Galway is proud that it is one of the three Batterys of the
Regiment. These twenty one years have not passed without leaving
craters to mark the passing of each successive year. Nobody can deny
that the 1959 "Integration" - when the rRegiment was formed - was
momentous if not mortiferous when so many of our comrades were posted
to other Units such as Engineers or Transport.

Today Comdt. Sean Cullinane - z pharos among ¥.C.#., men - who became our
Battery Commander (B.C.) at that time, has passed away to his finsl
reward. Capt. Hubre Broderick has retired af'ter many long years

of service, kegulgr staff have come and gone also, Col, J.P. Kane
our first Regimental Vommender, Lt. Col. Griffin, Comdt. Pat arrell,
Comdt. Liam Gavin, Capt. Jchn McGlinchey, B«M® Ned Collumb, B(MS
Tommy “urnin, Sgt. Johnny Gavin, and lsst but not least our first
Kegimental Sgt. Major John O Connor, who couid pirouette on eny
barrack sqguare; we are glad to kxnow he is still fit and well. when
it came to preparation for Guards of Honour John was in a class of
his own. Comdt. Martin Greaney also is still going strong.

™
i

There have been many other changes. Lthe battery has become more
ambltious in its operations down through the yesrs. In the first
few years when we went to fire artillery pieces in the Glen of Imaal,
we were content to bring the wespons into sosition any old way at all
and then concentrate on the firing assects. This is no longer the
position,. Today the Battery denloys properly as vart of a xegiment
by going through the various stages laid down for such an exercise.
This in fact means that every gunner must know his job and be fully
competent as regdﬂdo his svpointment.

Actual artillery "shoots" too have become move ambitious. Battepry
shoots sre no longer the mainstay of our llPlﬂg “rofs ramme,

resesasOVED



e have been firing Hegimental shoots for some years now, which means
bringing artillery fire to bear on a particular target by simultaneous
engagement using three firing units from different gun positions. e
have also used helicopters to survey targets and have also done limited
air/op artillery work. This year to mark its birthday the rRegiment

is in the process of an Artillery Night Shoot - Regimental - which is
far removed from a day battery shoot.

For some years we have made our aﬁnual pilgrimage to the vlen but the
Battery has visited other training locations also, Finner Camp, Mullingar,
Kildare, and Dublin. Every gunner gathers his own memorable items

as the years go by. e remember the various changes both important

and nugatory. Kanks have changed, new weapons were acguired and

shirts and ties were issued. The latter may seem an otiase mention but
those gunners who remember performing Gun Drill ia the summer heat of
Coolmooney Camp or running line from the Gun Position to the 0.P. in
heavy chokenecked "bullswool" uniforms know the importance of this

change.

The unit has been represented in many competitions including the

All Army on various occasions. In 1973 a team won the Artillery Corps.
Gustav sub-machine gun competition which included both regular Army

and FCA firers.

An ex-member of our parent unit the 50th Inf., Bn (FCA) became Minister
for Defence, Mr. zRobert Molloy, and in 1978 this unit provided a Guard
of Honour for him. This was a singular occasion for the unit,

This year the Lth Battery orovided a Guard of Honour for Mrs. Maura
Geoghegan wulnn who thus became the first woman Cabinet Minister to
inspect a military Guard of Honour since this state was founded . The
Ofticer of the Guard was Lt. Gerry Murphy and Lt. zamon Brennan was
colour bearer. (Lt . Brennan's brother Senstor Yeamus Brennan was also
a member of the unit at one time). OFf course the linister's husband is
also an ex-member of the kegiment ! In 1979 Peter Cubbard was
oromoted to the rank of kegimental Sergeant Major which is the highest
rankx which can pe filled by sny nhon-commissioned Officer, Regular Army
Gp £.0 ™

The last year has again brought many far-reaching changes. 1he
Brizede structure which existed since 1959 has been set aside. e are
now told that the },C.4. is "on its own". Prior to this change, the
Minister for Defence, Mr. Kolloy and Senior army Officers met a

representative group of r.C.A., Officers in the Curragh Camp. AN Open

frank discussion took place, This may seem to some to be a strange
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outre way of operating any army, but surely in such a situation where
one is dealing with a voluntary body of people a little democracy would
not be amiss. among the farrago of rumours doing the rounds prior to
this meeting was one that all F.C.A. Corps units were to be disbanded.
This would have been a terrible waste of resources as rumour also had

it that it was not just a case of the shibboleth of competency but
rather an across the board decision. However reason, logic, and

common sense triumphed in the final analysis. Provided now that the
resources of cadre and egquipment are made available this change could be
a very gcod trend. F.C., units should strive to bes ih a position
where F.C.A. personnel gre fully engaged in their own training and
administration, This yesr all ¥.C.A. competitions sre being carried
out and administered by ¥.C.a. Personnel and while this can make heavy
demands on units it is nevertheless a welcome change orovided each unit
accepts its fair share of such work. This yesr the Fourth Battery ran
the All Army Gustaf Competition. It is not good enough to complsin
about lack of expertise if the personnel themselves do not strive for an
acceptable level of competency in wheatever sppointment they hold. Some
units hold courses for leader training and such courses zre of immense
value., The Regt. Commander Comdt. Hzll held such & course for officers
of the Regiment from Sept 1975 to April 197%6 “his was most bensficial,
Now a course is to be held for ¥.C.A, officers in the Military College
this summer. Let us hope that this will be the first of many courses
at all levels. Let us also see if corresgondence courses could not

be utilised more,

Other changes are also on the way. The present tunic is to be
replaced with one similar to the Regular Army. The ogfficers tUHic
has already been changed.

Comdt. John Hall who came to us in 1975 has shown that his hezart

=

L7
L
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the correct placs ag far as the ¥.C.A. ig concerned. while ne demands
results at all levels he has always shown himself more than willing

to give his professional tutelage whenever this was recuired. e

are all sorry to note at thig time that Lr. Cel. kick Fitzeimons who
spent meny long years as Regimental Commandser has gassed away. NMay
ne rest i peata.

Gunners of this battery have fired many srtillery pie
few years, the 25 pdr. Gun howitzer, the 4.5 howitzer, the rrench 75%s
and the 18 pdr. Other gumiers bhave opgrated the Ifechnicsl

equipment necessary ror srtillery work.
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Signallers have operated line and wireless equipment and other still
have become involved in the more mundane though no less important work
of administration. Many gunners have long service behind them at this

time. Sgt. Martin Kane from Maree has already 40 years service |

One can find ex-gunners in msny parts of the world today. Some have
joined other forces or became doctors or arcnitects, builders or
businessmen, priests or politicians, shop assistants, or factoryworkers,
but it is of'ten surprising when one encounters one such gunnsr that he
will still speak with fondness of the years he spent with the Battery
and boast that he can still remember the sequence of laying, how to
plot an artillery board or set up a radio net,

Qur first twenty-one years may not nave been "action packed" but they
certainly did not lacik colour or variety. May the next twenty-one
be just as momentous.

HERVY MORTAR : |13% BATTERY NCOs :  MAY (980 .
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The 13% Heavy Mowtar Ballery (Tuam) ,
Some Faces and [lemowies |, by
Comll . Tom wholihgm.

As 8 result of the 1959 Army re;orgsnisation, the 13th Heavy

Wiortar battery was established ﬂltn its H.we 8t Tuam, with sub

units at Glenamaddy, “orofin,Miltown and Dunmore. This of course
was a major challenge as artillery was & complstely new aresa

ifor the ex-Tuam battelion infantry men . The first training Officer
to be appointed was Capt. Liam Donnelly & men of endless dedication,
assisted by BGMS Barney Maguire and Sgt. Paddy Shanahane - a true
orofessional - with a language all of his own when things went wrong .

Also on the scene at this early stage was & very young and green
Tommy Gavin, now BwMS second to none. Another likable character
was the ever jovial Peter Shaughnessy a man about which many tales
abound. By saving the good wine to last we must mention Cpl. Joe
Connaughton, an institution in his own right - and fondly known

as the Colonel,

This staff worked long and hard to produce a battery of the highest
standards,

Naturally the F.C.,A, personnel took up the cnullenge and with Comdt.
T. Higeine at the helm assisted by Capteins T. Joyce, P. 0'Gara,

P. Marron{Griddler) &.I.P. and Lieuts., J. 0'Brien, J. Burke, and a
young Vimcent Gaffney. Capt, ¢. Burke became the mainstay of the
shooting teams while Capt. rlunkett Marron became Battery Commander
on the retirement of Lomdt. Higgins. Plunkett died two years &ago,

a true gentlemen and fine officer. Over the years there were many
fine NCO's including Joe iiiland, Paul 0O'Hora, 5. Tierney and

Py Drennian. 4 number of famous names passed through the Battery

g for example Mark Kilillea, the present Junior Kinister at the Dept.
of 2. ¢ T, and of course Noel Tisrney Calway's greatest full back.
Mempers were also "lost" to the Gardai, the Cadets, and to the
Priesthoed. In the esrly 1970 the older LCO's retired and a new
crowd came to the fore. 3Bgt. Liam ainsworth joined the ».D.F, staff
during this period, gs did the present BE Johnny Kelly who rapidly
rose through the ranks. Around him was built up an excellent body of
NC0's who were now the core of the Unit, and they include Sgt. Morley,
Dooley,Doherty, Lyons, and Tannion. However with the esxperience of
older times benind them, S8gt. Tadgh Mullins a crack LMG man and Sgt.
Frank Hession & markamun with the rifle are s tremendous adyvantage

to the battery. They certainly set the standard for the young
corporels with their nigh standards and excellent attendance.

Lastly Comdt. Tom Whoulihar and Uspt. Vincent Gaffney sre two very
active officers with the Battery and they yesrly guide it to the
standsrds required for the live firing psractices in the Glen of

T -
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he greatest rescurce of an *.C,s, unit is an endless supply of recruits,
'he 13th Battery Ares is well endowed with schools which provide recruits
f & very high standard, By instilling disgipline into the youth aof
he area,the 13th Dattery is providing a useful and indssd an essential
epvice to the Community. It nrépares them for Lesdership by exposing
hem to the responsivility, which in turn leads to maturity.

‘he future may hold meny suroriscs vut the 13th ssttery is cowriDent that
-t can meet all cnallanges znd continus to function in ah efficient and
iseful manner.
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R Short Nstory of Aelilleny in Jneland .

Firearms were perhaps first introduced into Ireland in 1k&3 when the
Barl of Kildare received a present from Germany of six muskets.

By 1487 we read of one of the O0'Donnells being killed by a "cannon"
in some local skirmish and also in that year of Kildares use of
Artillery against Balroth castle.

In 1495 heavy guns were used successfully against the beseigers

of Waterford. By 1500 the use of Firearms of all sorts was gquite
common if only reserved for those few Chiefs who could afferd them
and of course the troops of the English King.

The fact that artillery had been introduced to the country greatly
favoured the 2Znglish in their efforts to establish a vermeanent
conguest, No castle could now hope to stand up to a heevy
bombardment. Zdenderry, the stronghold of the O'Connors of O0ffsaly
was reduced in a day in 1521. MNaynocth the great stronghold of the
Kildsres had a breach opened in its walls after five days bombsrdment
and the Castle was taken by storm in 1535,

No matter how strong the Castle or how well its defences were organised,
4T the beseigers were equipped with artillery those defending could
have little hope. The native Irish had no artillery worth the

name ., During the nine years war they proved unable to take any
major town and stormed only a few Castles, preferring to rely on
blockade tactics. Tris was a fsctor in the defeat of Hugh 0'Feill
during this war, The Cromwellian Wars saw the extensive use of
artillery in the storming of Drogheda, Wexford, and other plsasces.
Only at Clonmel did Cromwell suffer a msjor reverse and this was due
to the failure of the artillery to keep vpace with his advancing
troops.

The #illiamite war of 168S9-91 saw the Jacobite Irish lacking in
artillery of note. Tor this reason they were unsble to capture
Derry and Enniskillen. The seige of Derry can be described as a
mere blockade with no attempts being made to carry the city by
storm, This war is also noted for the defences of Limerick(twice)
of the Bridge of Athlone and the famous dash to Billyneety by
Sarfield where tne Willismites heavy srtillery was destroyed.

After the vwer lreland remsined in a miserable stste for some time.
" Zventually the wretchedness of the »neoples and the Americen and rrench

revolutions combined to cause the grest rebellion of 17986, The most
celebrated of the Irish side were the Wexford men. Zven their

enemies attest to their amazing courage in the face of fire, 1hese
badly armed and untrzined rebels were scéen to cherge right up to
the mouth of canncns so that they might make use of their pikes.
One story is told of how, at New noss, a rebel ran up to an enemy

cannon and stuffed his wig down the muzzel thinking that this could

cause the gun to explode in ths faces of its users. Irish knowledge
of artillery not being what it is todsy, he was himszelf blouwn to

pleees, Also &t Few xoss the rebels mansged to canture a Cannen,
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but lacked the knowledge to use it. They forced & birisoner to start

firing the piece into the town. However he deliberately aimed too
high merely knocking the eave off a house with no effect on the soldiers
below. He turned around to his captors and said ("Isn't that a fine

shot"), (Yes ) one replied ('"But here is a better one") and he shot the
erring gunner dead, ;

The 1916 gising saw tne use of aArtillery by the British to reduce the
Insurgents position - half LYublin being destroyed in the process., The
War of Independence saw little opportunity for the use of heavy guns

by the British army and their asuxilaries - the Nationalists proving
elusgive targets. *he most famous episode of the Civil war was the
pombarding of the Four Courts. The artillery used by the Government
was borrowed for the occasion from their erstwhile enemies, the Sritish.
The guns appeared to have been less than competantly handled as several
of the sheels landed in the gardens of the Vice-xegal Lodge now Arus

an Uachtarain. Since then artillery has not ssen action in this country
but doubtless we will see its use at some future occasion,

CPL. TonyY AARKIN AR D S6T. DERMDT ©O' ConnoR
WAITING  To  COMMENCE AN  RERIRL  OF.

EXERCISE  WITH THE C.0. IN THE GLEM.



sRiNAL O FIBCH | COMBT. HALL  AAb
ADT. WHOLTHRE R Crups  1988) .

$6T.  ABM AINSWORTH  PREPARES
THE  AMMO. FOR  THE 8 HM

REDI-ESS RiPLE .

HE o©f  PRRTY (1978 GLEN). L To R.
0T Wedlton & &' Tewe |, SGT. FANNON,
IGNALLER = S6Ts  BRENNAN | o CONBOR
PL. LARKIN  CoMBT. M&&&ﬁ*\f,

The Chinese Government bought ten
Boeing 707 jets from the United States.
: Curious as to why they also ordered four
CHINESE spare engines for each, Boeing T Berus, 1A phed Hy MopT#A '}
Frs RTURE 7 investigated and discovered that Chinese ) o
g technicians have built their own 707, BRENG AIRLARTED > T E
copying the Boeing down to the last
detail. Almost, The Chinese failed to BTY.

establish the plane’s centre of gravity. So

now they have a jet that roars up and
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Dear Reader,

I trust you found overleaf a selection of the widely accalimed(sic)
criticisms of Phelim MacGillacuddy's new book "Porter-my battlefislg"
(Guinness ana lacPhersons) which is now in the shops.

Enclosed please find chapter 567, which can be reproduced if so desired’
without contacting the copywright holder.

We nope you enjoy it.
Yours in books,

Madeline le Trois-Poissons
(Secretary)

Press itelease compiled by Headfeld, oirkewood and Trois-Poissons,
reglstered practitioners in Public xelations, 0ld Clyde hd. Havesham
Common, watford. xegistered office at Vicarage Cottages, hashelmere,
Lake District.

(Licence pranted by Watford Magistrates Court).
Iypeset on Llandudno Original Press(hand—set) by Llandudno Press
and Publishing Group, #lat 5 C. Gobblestone Avenue, Llandudno,

Additional typesstting and lay-out by Chang Li.
hain St. Drumcollogher, kepublic of Ireland.
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{4 member of the Trois-Poissons Group).



EMBARGO,.....8/7/180 -12 p.m.

"In a strangly evocetive way Phelim MacGillacuddy portrays what life

is really like in the FCA, but more importantly he shows that that

life doesn't necessarily have to be one totally devoted to the gun,

nomosexuality and discipline, but rather shows that a certain truth is
inherently inherent".

- ‘‘he Irish Tinker keview.
"There is little doubt that MacGillacuddy's book is a major literary

achievement, varticularly (sic) when one considers that it was written
in toto in Barney Dariens pub in Salthill"”,

- Scarborough Champion.
"Tnis book relates what is happening in Irish Societyneed not be

condemned.... but rather in many ways it articuletes the real problem
in Irish society".

- Fidelma 0'Reilly writing in the Knights
of Columbanus Yearbook.
"TruLy an evocative story ...well written... a masterpiece".
- The Bookseller.

".uite simply its & bloody great book.

- Tom Forves writing in the
Publican and Vintner.

" I was somewhat taken aback by many of the assumptions made in the
book, particularly those relasting to modern warfare.... I don't think
its true to say every battle is fought and planned in a pub ......
nonetheless a compelling nar»ative",

- (reneral Malcolm Troy-Gallipoli
writing in the Just War Yesrbook.



“XCaRpls  from “Po{tex_ Taj ,Bamﬂﬁcl&
by G Phelim mf;gillif.% (ndal)

[ can still remember that first Summer in the FCA - a Summer that

vas noted for its heat and lack of porter., I was only 17, but at that
age realised that the Defence Forces and its various projects held the
vest chance for advancement in later life.

ilthough I was 17, I was somewhat small for my age, and in build was
nore akin to a throated neron that the full bodied call of the American
tagle, Wwhile these comparision may seem somewhat lncorgruous, they
tend 1o explein part of my desire in joining the FCA é&nd for forfeiting
two weeks in the Summer to drill in heatweve conditions.

irstly it should be noted thet my main interest, nay my only interest,
in adding my name to the FCA was in a desire to make money. 1 had

1oped to earn enough to spend the rest of the Summer in easy enjoyment

in Barney Dariens' opublic house on the road to 8altkhill, and it wes
fully with such thoughts of the creamy porter that Berney's wife, Maicie,
poured that spurred me to abandon my Keats and Shelly - I was a noted
follower of the Romantic poets - and enlist for two weeks.

Prior to joining, I knew, contrery tc whet many of my contemporaries
claimed, that the FCA would not be a "holiday with cay”. At the time,
and even now, 1 aveided eny form of physical exercise, not irom any in-
structions from the doctor - far from it indeed as my doctor

constantly urged me to taxe up some cutdoor pursuit, and stop languiching
in Barney's hostelry - but rather from sn abject and somewhat articulated
1atred of fresh air and its exponente.

suffice it tc say thet I visited kenmore Barracks on that firet dsy
vith a conscious desire to nsve the two weeks completed as quickly as
30sgible, In that sense my manner of joining was tctally un-
satisfactory, but with Barney, and, indeed, Maisile, urging me tc take
ip some interest other than the Romantic poets and porter, I felt
strangely even morally bound to comply.

:00king back on those two weeks now, I often contemplate on how
lieciplined and ordered a 1life it was. I ned been used to the
‘ree-~ranging and csrefree atmosphere of Barney's and the uncontrollzble
liversions of my home, while in the FCx there wae what one might call
'ordered chaos", However it was not all so, and among the memories

still retain from that opening two weeks was the celm before reveille,
ind the chaos at ite sounding.

o8t of us that Summer hsd little experience of what the ¥Us wes about,
wut thankfully it didn't take us too grest a time tc discover and
iwwvaluate the experience, There is litile doubt that the cecnstant
larching and drilling &ppesred ther to ve of little cenefit, and the
liscipline somewnat overbesring, but it wae only later tnat one ceme
.0 appreciate what a cheracter-forming influence it ned.

ven now as I sit here in Dsriens' suv, with the television velking to
teelf in the corner, and the sfternocon sun throwing a oeculiarly cloudy
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look to my pint of porter, the experience ol that first Summer in the
FCA 1s apparent. tor a stsrt Bzrney has far more respect for me since
I became acguainted with a gun, and know the rudiments of drill and
exercise; he has also itended to fill my glass with & greater heste
since I appeared in his doorway in uniform prior to last year's St.
Patrick's Day parade.

"Ah, the uniform looks grand on ye Phelim", he gestured. " And sure
what woman worth her fried rashers wouldn't take you down by the prom
as her very own'".

Even lkalsie was strangely articulate: "#Well declasre to God if it isn't
the fighting man himself, in his green, the colour of God's grass and
patriotism",

And sne added, as she topoved up my pint; "Declare to God if there
isn't more sense in you now, and you once hiding in the corner with those
nightingale poets".

8ince then, I have returned easch Summer to the force, finding in it a
certain affinity with the existence that I now lead. Although I no
longer read the zomantic poets, I still have some interest in poetry,
orowsing occasionally throu;h the worke of Austin Clarke between
Company, or thumbing through the collected poems of #.H. Auden; but the
hostility that I had engendered by my presence in the bar nc longer
remains, and I no longer have to remzin silent upon a2 stool in Dariens.
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COMBT. JoMN . KEhne WATCHES RS CPl. BoRlY GANDER INSTRUCTS
THE 5" FAR  opficelrs IN  THE WORKWEGS ok THE 25 PDR.
EoR  THE ¥ TIME.
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I suppose I first noticed it five years ago, the mood sihich comes
over the young and not so young men of South Galway as August
approaches, The first sign is to be noticed in a certain
establishment in Jack's - which is frequented by more and more of
the said young men talking business i.e. the ladies are not invited.
the next si,n is that &pprox six of these youn; men begin to wheeler-
deal at a terrific rate and phases such as "not a hope, his mine" can
be overhesard, The third and confirmative si,n is the nonalcholic
¢lazed look which comes over most faces presant.

#ith this insight into the symptoms of the mood, any GPO worth his
salt knows that "Glenitis" has struck - a strange malody which causes
men to abandon jovus, relationships both temporary and permanent and
the normal run of the mill worries of life for a full fortnight.
Tales are told and retold of previous shoots, Mortars are spoken

of reverently snd the abilities of the other two batteries slaughtered
by word and proposed deed. Numbers' 1 get their crews tozether
teach them 'new' shortcuts to quicken reaction times, confidently
suggest the shock which will fazll on the other crews and finally
threaten the crew with the most ungodly retalistions should they
forget what they have been taught. =xecruits at first cannot grasp
the depth of this affliction - cannot comprehend the terrors of two
weeks army cooking, the rigors of a forced march to Fintans, the
difficulties involved in getling & dance 2t s Disco in Donard, or the

sheer Dliss of being part of a good crew in the 'ovest' battery.

S0 at the end of the training yesr, in mid July, the uPO looks back

at ?he years training (never enough) then heads oiff to Jacks on a
Saturday night to determine the state of his battery. an you know my
friends, it is with sreat confidence and a glazed look on my fece tnst

I say " 2 Bty ready, over"
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" BGREE THE NIGHT IS , . ' ‘
PUNG ; UNFORTUNATELY g T THIN . I'VE  FINdGLRY ‘Go;tr
fou'ne  NoT " X a THE WRAITERS  ATTENTIN

Some men can steal victory from almost
certain defeat. Major General Ambrose
Burnside normslly progressed in the
opposite direction. No advantage,
numerical or tactical, was so great
that Burnside could nct throw it away
in seconds. During the American

Civil war Burnside had 12,000 troops
at his disposal at the battle of
isntietam, He overczme this advantage
by ordering them to march in single
file across an exposed bridge upon
which enemy guns were trained in large
numbers. Later he learned the river was
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GOING To CHARGE You only waist deev and could have been
forded without danger at any noint,
L i YOuha CRAZY Some time later he planned te¢ dynamite
o pAY Ao ¥ & trench along wh3c£ hls_msn coulc_run
in safety into the middle
——— of the enemy camp. #s the
T e— gmoke wss clearning,his
LS X—_*“__‘“*—- men ren in ?nly to find
Ceraic: Y MEen A they couldn't climb out
E rm;y AN Y ) NN again at the other end
. PND  rines a large loss resulted,

& The President on hearing

of thig 8aid Only

Burrside could have mansged
such a coupn,wringing one
last spectacular defeat
from the Jaws of victory.
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MURPHY'S LAWS:

There are many collections of
Murphy’s Laws, each a series of related
or inevitable effects arising from the
original, Among them are:

—Nothing is ever as simple as it seems.
—When left to themselves, things
always go from bad to worse.

—If an instruction can possibly be
misunderstood, it will be
misunderstood.

—Nature always sides with the hidden
flaw. It is impossible to make anything
foolproof, because fools are so ingenious.

WWHATS THE CUSHIEST JOB N ANY OF THE WORLDS BRNMES L

scARGENT INSTRUCTER 1" WATCH WHERE YouR SHOOTING,

THE T MAN ! YOU ONLY JUST MISSED ME Y
BEAL MARESMAN : Y SORRY SERTEANT, /'Ll TRY HAROERT
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INTELLIGENCE OFFICER M THE [IRISH ARMY.
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A TOLDLER SURPRISED MH/S FRTHER BY ANNOUNCTING
ONE DAY TiH&G7 HE WAS GCOING 7O JOIN THE ARMY,
YouT You CANT "TAID HIS FATHER “Your AN INEANT T
YTHATS RIGHT ,; M GOING INTO THE INEANTR Y Y

THE IRISH BANKING

In order to get a loan, you must first
prove that you don’t need it.
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CICARETTE (ICKHTER”
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WP DRWK  LIEUTENANT
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) SEE THE MINISTER IS RESIGNING
AND NOT EVEN A TEA=FPARTY FoR Him 7
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| SIMON’S LAW:
¢« Everything put together sooner or
i later falls apart.

il DHAWAN'S LAW FOR THE NON-
| SMOKER:;

il  The cigarette smoke always drifts in
W the direction of the non-smoker
|| regardless of the direction of the breeze.
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BEJAYSUS ;
SANDWICHES

SURPLUS

CENTRE

“1  7HINK  THE  cook
1§ COoMPLANING  ApouT
THE  HEAT In THE

KiITCHEN  AGAID ﬂ(j

"I YonT HAE AN

MEBALS 7B SHow RuT
JUE  BEEN  INVOLVED  Im
SOME EXCiTiNg ENGAGEMENTS
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The least .sucwsful

wedpons -~

‘e British Contribution to this
category was the No.74 hand
grenade, known as the sticky bomb.
It had an adhesive coating which
enabled it to stick to the side
of an enemy tank. But it also
enabled it to stick to the floor,
which was generally what happened.

Once stuck,the soldier hsd a
considerate five second delay in
which to extricate himself.

sven if he succeeded,only a
practised shot putter could hope
to lob the four and a halt pound
bomb far enough to ensure his
own safety.

Ay part of a training exercise
near Portsmouth in 1947. The
destroyer Saintes, was recguired

to fire at a target pulled across
its bows by the tug Buccaneer.

It fired a shell,missed the target,
and senk the tug.

@ 2 @88 ® 9 56 88 s G0 D O

# paint scraper worth 30p
was accidentally dropoed
in%to a torpedo launcher

of the U.8. nuclear sub
marine Swordsfish and Jammed
the c¢ylinders loading piston.
For over & week divers tried
to free the piston while
Swordefisn was waterborne
but all attemots failed.

She had tc be dried docked
and subsecuent repairs costed
£8L,000.
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Fiest THE Good NEWs AicureNANT — Yfouk

LOERS ©-K. . Now THE BAD -pENS
#od&& n“&Rac To THE BEER .
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The Firemans strike of 1978 made vogeible one of the grestest
animal pescue attempts of all times. Valiantly the Army

had taken over emergency fire fignting and esrly in January

they were called out by an elderly lady to retrieve her cat

which had entrapped itself up in a tree. They arrived with
impressive haste, and in no time at all tney had discherged their
duty. The old lady was so grateiul thst she invited each

and every one of them in for tea.

Yriving off later with fond farewells completed, the inadvertently
ran over the cat and killed it.

SONIE [INVASION [Do”

Mobile Disco Show: a sound
and, Ughtin Shpw  thal o1l
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I would hate to see this occasion pass without throwing an eye
packwards to whence we CEme. I Gon't meen thst we should wellow
in nostalgia, but rather that we remember with deep appreciation
the mens from whom we inherited the Zullswool.

we evolved from the 50th Bsttalion and there still serves among us

an odd old KGU man as Sean Cullinsne was wont to call us. The 50th
Bn. was debatebly the best unit in the FCA, but certainly it contained
some of the better people in the Soldering world,and some of these
moved into the Lth Bty. on integration.

The name of Sgt. Brian Brennan springs to mind, training Sgt.
extraordinsire,without whom some of us still wouldn't know our cle
from ouy dess. O'Connor John - or Big John - as he was lovingly
xnown was oar first kSN, and he really was a Kingpin in the young
Regt.

How many of us remember "Tich" C'Connor "Galley"Smith, Frank Mulvey
i.t., Bob Tierney, Joe Fitzpatrick, or Tommy ¥itzpatrick 7

How avout Tom Durnin % Eow many of us can remember Dickie Byrne
or Sobby Kolloy in uniform ©

The list of names is long and no one head could remember them all -

those who merely passed out and those who nhas passed on. Starnding

orders, routine orders, are continuing formulae, but without the men
1o carry out these orders we would have no gegt. today,so I would

as all gunners on the occasion of our 2lst look back with pride

and gratitude to the men from whence we sprang.

GORT "A° TROOP - FINNER 1963 .



